16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

Q1 Do you support allowing 16 & 17 year olds (with permission of parents
/ guardian) to attend the state approved interior firefighting training in
Pennsylvania?

Answered: 1,418  Skipped: 0

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 70.03% 993
NoO 29.97% 425

TOTAL 1,418



16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

Q2 Do you support allowing 16 & 17 year olds (with permission from
parent/guardian) to perform interior firefighting in actual emergency
situations?

Answered: 1,417  Skipped: 1

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Yes 37.90% 537
NoO 62.10% 880
TOTAL 1,417

1/1



16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

Q5 Please indicate your current position.

Answered: 1,403  Skipped: 15

Chief or Chief
Officer

Fire Company
Administrati...

State Fire
Instructor

Local
government...

Fire Company
Member

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Chief or Chief Officer 33.57% 471
Fire Company Administrative Officer (President/Board Member) 7.84% 110
State Fire Instructor 9.05% 127
Local government official 1.92% 27
Fire Company Member 35.28% 495
Other (please specify) 12.33% 173
TOTAL 1,403

1/6
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OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)
Fire Officer

Professional Union Fire Fighter

Interested civilian. 26 years experience with bachelor's level education in emergency response.

Lieutenant

Emergency Management

Career Captain

Retired Fire Chief

911 Dispatcher

Parent of 2 Jr firefighters

Captain, President, Relief President

State Fire Instructor, Training Director, Firefighter, and past officer
Captain

Parent of minor FF

Citizen

Ems

Retired life member from a volunteer department
Safety Officer

Ff paramedic.

Retired military. Volunteer with ARC

Fire Company Safety Officer

Fire Company Captain

Director, Emergency Services Education and Broomall Fire Company member
Safety Officer

Sergeant/EMT EMA

Lt

Fire fighter

LT.

Retired Firefighter

Former fire company member

Former emt/firefighter

Firefighter/EMT

Volunteer

17 years in fire service. Big city fire and volunteer. Special operations
Retired firefighter

Lieutenant

Fire Co. Line Officer

Past Vol Chief, Fire Marshall , retired career fire chief
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DATE

1/16/2020 9:45 AM
1/16/2020 9:06 AM
1/16/2020 2:57 AM
1/16/2020 1:14 AM
1/15/2020 10:37 PM
1/15/2020 10:19 PM
1/15/2020 10:19 PM
1/15/2020 9:53 PM
1/15/2020 9:38 PM
1/15/2020 9:31 PM
1/15/2020 5:50 PM
1/15/2020 5:16 PM
1/15/2020 3:13 PM
1/15/2020 1:58 PM
1/15/2020 1:34 PM
1/15/2020 1:16 PM
1/15/2020 12:01 PM
1/15/2020 11:23 AM
1/15/2020 11:20 AM
1/15/2020 11:15 AM
1/15/2020 10:19 AM
1/15/2020 8:55 AM
1/15/2020 8:52 AM
1/15/2020 8:08 AM
1/15/2020 5:05 AM
1/14/2020 11:18 PM
1/14/2020 10:47 PM
1/14/2020 9:50 PM
1/14/2020 9:25 PM
1/14/2020 9:23 PM
1/14/2020 9:11 PM
1/14/2020 8:44 PM
1/14/2020 8:37 PM
1/14/2020 8:36 PM
1/14/2020 7:13 PM
1/14/2020 6:45 PM
1/14/2020 6:41 PM
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Career Captain

Training manager
Retired FF/Fire Chief
Career firefighter

Career Firefighter

Past Chief Officer

Fire Dept. Safety Officer
Lieutenant

Career fire captain

EMS, past FF

Retired firefighter from Philadelphia
Paramedic

Career Firefighter

Fire Prevention Officer
Saftey Officer

Career firefighter

Fire Captain

Career firefighter

Career Firefighter/EMT
Firefighter

Former volunteer firefighter & State Fire instructor
Safety Officer

Life member, Active FF, Chief Engineer
Past Chief

Head Engineer

Lone officer

Fire company Lieutenant
Professional Firefighter
Fire Company Captain
Past Chief

Past deputy chief
Company lieutenant

Fire Captain

Mom

Retired FF

Captain/EMT

Full-time firefighter

Former volunteer firefighter.
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1/14/2020 6:40 PM
1/14/2020 6:21 PM
1/14/2020 6:15 PM
1/14/2020 6:12 PM
1/14/2020 5:38 PM
1/14/2020 5:35 PM
1/14/2020 5:24 PM
1/14/2020 5:14 PM
1/14/2020 4:05 PM
1/14/2020 3:59 PM
1/14/2020 3:57 PM
1/14/2020 3:46 PM
1/14/2020 3:30 PM
1/14/2020 3:19 PM
1/14/2020 3:16 PM
1/14/2020 3:13 PM
1/14/2020 3:04 PM
1/14/2020 3:02 PM
1/14/2020 3:02 PM
1/14/2020 3:00 PM
1/14/2020 2:33 PM
1/14/2020 2:32 PM
1/14/2020 2:30 PM
1/14/2020 2:25 PM
1/14/2020 2:21 PM
1/14/2020 1:59 PM
1/14/2020 1:36 PM
1/14/2020 1:32 PM
1/14/2020 1:32 PM
1/14/2020 1:22 PM
1/14/2020 1:18 PM
1/14/2020 12:51 PM
1/14/2020 12:49 PM
1/14/2020 12:42 PM
1/14/2020 12:15 PM
1/14/2020 11:57 AM
1/14/2020 11:53 AM
1/14/2020 11:48 AM
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Employed by the Bureau as a Firefighter

Retired state fire academy curriculum specialist and fire officer
Local Fire Marshal

Retired Fire Chief

Local & State fire instructor; and Fire Marshal & Chief Officer
Firefighter

Firefighter / Fire Protection Engineer

Instructor.

Concerned citizen

Former fire chief and firefighter for 33 years

| am a past Vol Fire Chief and current career Captain/Asst Fire Marshal
Retired Master field Instructor State of Pa.

Past Fire Chief

Past Chief/[FF/EMT/instructor

Full and part time career firefighter

Past fire chief and current county EMC

EMT/FF. Past Deputy Chief with 2 stations, various junior officer ranks, past vice president, past
Shif Supervisor and Assistant Site Supervisor at USS Irvin (Security, EMS, Fire, HazMat
response)

Station commander in a metro DC fd

Vice Chair, Erie County Public Safety Advisory Committee
Junior Firefighter Program Coordinator

Chief, Instructor and Admin

Junior firefighter coordinator and trainer

we went out to all the stations and took care of setting up state classes, went to the stations
and took care of all the necessary paper work as well as then preparing the state certificates for
the instructors, we also ran several large weekend trainings each year - so | have been around
the fire service for many years. | might add that | do have the original Basic and Advanced fire
training - now | help with Fire Prevention programs.

Lieutenant

Captain

Captain/Training Officer

Captain at local volunteer FD & State Suppression Instructor
Assistant Fire Chief / Police Chief
Just took civil servi e exam
retired fire fighter

Line Officer

Firefighter

County EMC

Lieutenant

Firefighter with one department and a lieutenant with another department
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1/14/2020 11:42 AM
1/14/2020 11:40 AM
1/14/2020 11:37 AM
1/14/2020 11:25 AM
1/14/2020 11:24 AM
1/14/2020 11:10 AM
1/14/2020 10:56 AM
1/14/2020 10:55 AM
1/14/2020 10:54 AM
1/14/2020 10:47 AM
1/14/2020 10:44 AM
1/14/2020 10:42 AM
1/14/2020 10:30 AM
1/14/2020 10:19 AM
1/14/2020 10:13 AM
1/14/2020 10:13 AM
1/14/2020 10:09 AM

1/14/2020 9:51 AM
1/14/2020 9:48 AM
1/14/2020 9:46 AM
1/14/2020 9:23 AM
1/14/2020 9:20 AM
1/14/2020 9:02 AM

1/14/2020 9:02 AM
1/14/2020 8:59 AM
1/14/2020 8:57 AM
1/14/2020 8:51 AM
1/14/2020 8:45 AM
1/14/2020 8:45 AM
1/14/2020 8:41 AM
1/14/2020 8:31 AM
1/14/2020 8:28 AM
1/14/2020 8:08 AM
1/14/2020 8:02 AM
1/14/2020 7:42 AM
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Director, Montgomery County Fire Academy.
Past Chief and Training Officer
Past Chief

Fire Protection Specialist

Citizen

Emt. FF .Lt Fire Police

Fire Lieutenant

Teacher

Pa Citizen, career ff in md

Career firefighter

Retired

Career firefighter / paramedic
retired deputy chief

Former vol. FF, career Paramedic
Lieutenant

Fire Department Line Officer

Fire company lieutenant

I am a chief officer, a state fire instructor and a local government official
Senior retired

Community member

Chief officer and instructor

Fire Captain

Firefighter

Lieutenant

Ff

Captain

Career Firefighter

Emeritus Fire Chief

Past volunteer fire chief (Retired)
Executive Director IFSTA

Parent of a Junior FF & a FF
Retired Firefighter/Adm. Officer
Fire Company Line Officer
Lieutenant

Captain-Training officer-Certification Evaluator
Firefighter wife

Sergeant

Company training officer.
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1/14/2020 7:26 AM
1/14/2020 6:29 AM
1/14/2020 6:11 AM
1/14/2020 5:21 AM
1/14/2020 4:05 AM
1/14/2020 12:08 AM
1/13/2020 11:33 PM
1/13/2020 11:22 PM
1/13/2020 11:12 PM
1/13/2020 10:37 PM
1/13/2020 10:33 PM
1/13/2020 10:16 PM
1/13/2020 9:47 PM
1/13/2020 9:35 PM
1/13/2020 9:32 PM
1/13/2020 9:27 PM
1/13/2020 9:25 PM
1/13/2020 9:24 PM
1/13/2020 9:23 PM
1/13/2020 9:22 PM
1/13/2020 9:17 PM
1/13/2020 9:10 PM
1/13/2020 9:03 PM
1/13/2020 8:54 PM
1/13/2020 8:49 PM
1/13/2020 8:48 PM
1/13/2020 8:47 PM
1/13/2020 8:45 PM
1/13/2020 8:34 PM
1/13/2020 8:33 PM
1/13/2020 8:33 PM
1/13/2020 8:26 PM
1/13/2020 8:22 PM
1/13/2020 8:18 PM
1/13/2020 8:12 PM
1/13/2020 8:02 PM
1/13/2020 8:00 PM
1/13/2020 7:56 PM
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Former firefighter.

Captain

Fire Lieutenant

Fire Captain

Retired firefighter and State Fire Instructor

Public safety officer in Lower Allen Township

Fire Officer

Retired Battalion Chief

Interior Firefighter

Safety officer

Family of FF

Assistant Engineer

EMS Director and Firefighter past VP and Captain
Fire marshal

Supporter

Fire Marshal & Fire Instructor

Retired Fire Chief and also a volunteer for 52 years
Citizen

Fire Commissioner

Lieutenant

Lieutenant

fifty year volunteer fire fighter; from age seventeen
Active firefighter/engineer

Retired Chief

Safety Officer
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1/13/2020 7:54 PM
1/13/2020 7:43 PM
1/13/2020 7:41 PM
1/13/2020 7:40 PM
1/13/2020 7:34 PM
1/13/2020 7:30 PM
1/13/2020 7:28 PM
1/13/2020 7:23 PM
1/13/2020 7:19 PM
1/13/2020 7:15 PM
1/13/2020 7:14 PM
1/13/2020 7:12 PM
1/13/2020 7:07 PM
1/13/2020 7:01 PM
1/13/2020 7:00 PM
1/13/2020 6:56 PM
1/13/2020 6:49 PM
1/13/2020 6:48 PM
1/13/2020 6:47 PM
1/13/2020 6:46 PM
1/13/2020 6:46 PM
1/13/2020 6:41 PM
1/13/2020 6:40 PM
1/13/2020 6:38 PM
1/13/2020 6:32 PM
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16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

Q3 Please provide your feedback and opinion on this proposed
legislation.

Answered: 1,123  Skipped: 295

1/61
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RESPONSES

PA child labor laws would need to change. Please define training? Who defines it?

How about the state gets with the 21st century and regionalizes it resources and then it can
afford to run a combination department and place paid personnel strategically throughout the
commonwealth, to actually adequately protect the citizens of the commonwealth.

This is good idea to work on. We currently have many junior members in high school that have
permission to leave during school hours for emergency events and having them fully training
would increase our day time personnel availably.

Interior firefighting is a job that requires maturity beyond that of a 16 or 17 year old. | as an
individual was serving in Germany in the US Army at the age of 17 an found that that is it did
eventually benefit me, | was no where near mature enough to be doing what | was doing at that
age.

Departments should be given discretion to decide whether to offer the option to 16 and 17 year
olds, based on maturity and readiness.

We have several junior members at our company. We regularly have issues with them choosing
to ignore policies set forward by the company. While | think that a lot of 16/17 year olds would
be fine interior firefighters, | think there is a serious lack of discipline that will end up getting
someone hurt.

I'm all for training junior members to maintain interest and progress their skills and experience
in well managed, controlled situations at a training facility. This is so that when they turn 18
years old they are ready to go as an interior firefighter. I'm against allowing a 16 or 17 year old
being used interior at an actual emergency due to the inherent risk no always under our control.
With the cancer issue so prevalent now why would we want to expose our young at even earlier
ages. The argument that they are needed to "Save the Volunteer Fire Service" could result in
the interior crews only being junior members with out interior adult supervision.

| believe the knowledge and understanding of interior firefighting is important for them to learn
so they understand and can assist on the scene. Safety wise, | feel this is to young of an age to
allow them to enter a fire building.

Not all 16 & 17 YO's kids are mature enough or have enough common sense to do yet. They
need more experience before they do interior training or live burn. Academics is more important
at this age.

| feel as though it should be choice of the 16 and 17 year old and their parents choice if they
feel they are fit* to fight interior fires *not just physically capable but mentally capable, also
knowing the risks of going inside a fire.

Good idea, but | dont think it will help much with the issues we have regarding volunteers.

The idea is dependent upon the individual. If the command officers of the company, after
observing the individual at company training believe he/she is capable then its not something |
oppose.

| am a teacher in the public school system and | just don’t see the level of maturity it takes to be
an interior ff. In my opinion 16/17 year olds are not able to make the life or death decisions, and
lack experience. If anything let them train interior earlier, but as far as a real situation that is not
controlled it's a bad idea. Another point is mental trauma. I've seen grown men and women
break after carrying out a victim let alone a teenager.

The lack of maturity and decision making skills at that age.

Training in a controlled environment would be fine as it prepares that person for interior
firefighting once 18, but one can argue about the maturity of a person that young when faced
with the potential unpredictable and dangerous events during an actual fire.

| don't think anyone at 16-17 is mentally mature enough to handle either the workload of the job
or the stress it causes. There will be increased training requirements taking a way from the
standard education needs. And | honestly feel this will increase cases of ptsd

We are loosing interest in the 16 & 17 year old they feel they can’t do anything and they loose
interest to quick if we don't let the progress.

2/61

DATE
1/16/2020 9:45 AM
1/16/2020 9:06 AM

1/16/2020 8:56 AM

1/16/2020 8:39 AM

1/16/2020 8:29 AM

1/16/2020 8:17 AM

1/16/2020 8:14 AM

1/16/2020 8:07 AM

1/16/2020 8:05 AM

1/16/2020 8:02 AM

1/16/2020 8:00 AM
1/16/2020 7:23 AM

1/16/2020 7:20 AM

1/16/2020 7:14 AM

1/16/2020 6:49 AM

1/16/2020 2:57 AM

1/16/2020 1:40 AM
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If the Jr FF can pass the interior firefighter class and can prove to their Chief and has parents
permission | believe they should be able to do interior firefighting. There will be enough Sr
firefighters with them in case something happens.

Absolutely should not allow 16-17 year olds to perform emergency interior firefighting. They
have not developed the maturity or respect for the job, and this is a recipe for disaster.

While i think it is good for them to get trained. | don't think they are old enough to be disk by
their lives. Conceivably you could have to 16 year olds going into a fire alone.

| do not feel this younger generation has enough respect for the trade. Nor do | feel at 16 or 17
years old should we be asking a child to make these kinds of decisions that could result in
either their own death or that of someone else.

| think this would gain the interest of the younger people because they would be allowed to do
more .

If 1 life is saved, this policy is worth it. Training teens may also give them a head start on a
career.

Lowering the age limit is a short-term solution to a larger problem and not the right solution to
increase staffing. How much will this actually help staffing levels? The 16 year old who has the
level of maturity and cognitive ability to recognize dangerous situations and make a decision to
act on the same is rare.

| think the training is a good idea these younger kids want to learn but due to the laws they can't
take classes if they can take classes and pass classes and have them done it the time they are
18 that would be great if you dont keep the younger kids involved you will lose them

Need to be 18 due to liability issues.

| feel that starting their training earlier would be beneficial, but | feel that they should wait until
they're 18 to perform in emergency incidents.

Training is one thing and | wholeheartedly support it; however, | don’t condone actual live
interior firefighting for 16/17 year old individuals. Safety, mental and physical maturity,
insurance liability, etc are factors to be considered. There are far too many issues surrounding
the volunteer fire service and allowing the young members to partake in live firefighting
activities will not solve the issues. Let’s take a full comprehensive review of the overall fire
service before implementing such a knee-jerk reaction which will not adequate solutions!

As a firefighter with over 25 years of experience, certified to FFIl and as an high school teacher
and principal, | believe this to be a dangerous idea. There is value in jr. forefoghter programs.
Young men and women are afforded the opportunity to become invoked in the fire service, and
to learn, practice and observe safe and technically sound firefighting. Developmwntally these
young people are not cognitively developed to fully embrace the inherent dangers in firefighting
and lack the maturity to fully embrace the seriousness of the endeavor. And this is in situation
where appropriate supervision and training are provided. In cases where such standards are
lax or ingnired in only furthers the danger to firefighter s as the community. The fire service
should be not look to children to save it from change and maintain the status quo. A complete
reorganization and some very hard decisions are becoming increasingly necessary.

Perhaps instead of essentially asking young teenagers to engage in high risk emergency
functions, the state should consider looking at the actual issue... misappropriation of funds by
fire departments and local government on a state wide basis. The duplication of equipment is
insane. regionalization should be STRONGLY encouraged, perhaps county wide run
emergency services. Less duplication of unstaffed fire equipment and more strategically located
fire apparatus and staff. Although | understand this is not feasible in all locations, combination
models do exist and work. As one who came up as a young, ambitious, and motivated Jr. FF
and now a career fire LT in an urban environment, | cannot comprehend how this idea even
made it this far. Not to mention the added liability this will place on volunteer fire officers already
making decisions that they are NOT being compensated for. | feel that this idea is less than
responsible.

| do not see any issues with this, as long as the individuals are committed in their efforts and
willing to help.

I'm all for it as long as they are fire 1 certified

3/61
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1/15/2020 10:35 PM
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While | understand the need for volunteers for fire fighting, | don’t believe 16 and 17 young
adults are mentally developed enough to predict the outcome of their actions. Also the burden
this will put on seasoned firefighters to be responsible for young adults could potentially distract
them from the task at hand.

| believe this is a good idea. | think that with the proper training and proper supervision that this
would be a great help to volunteer services across the state.

| joined my department as a junior and turned 18 before Mod 4. | think it would be great to allow
the training but not allow them to perform the act till they're 18.

We will need to take in the maturity of the 16-17 yr olds.

The inherit risk that is associated with interior fire attack and other functions | feel is too high for
a person that is still not fully developed both physically and maturity level

| feel that maybe to young for some of the age 16-17 year old | think each age person should
be look at some are not ready to immature and do not want to put in the time for the class

Training in a controlled and supervised atmosphere is ok, and allows them to be ready to be
interior on their 18th birthday. But risking the life and safety of a minor is not the answer for
decreased staffing.

16 and 17 year olds have fought for our country and are very strong.

I would like to see 16 and 17 year olds be given the opportunity for interior firefighting training.
As far as firefighting at an emergency, | think they should be allowed, but only under the direct
supervision of an officer, not necessarily a Chief.

IF kids need to be 18 to smoke and 21 to drive, | believe 16 is to immature to be put in potential
life and death situations!

i think this is a great idea because it gives them a better opportunity to learn more at a younger
age and will give them discipline at a younger age

16 & 17 year olds don't have enough basic experience with standard life situations to build off
of that basic knowledge and compound with Fire training. It puts them at risk to much. On the
other hand, | am all for 16 & 17 year olds being able to be fully BVRT certified and able to
respond to highway accidents and use hydraulics. Witnessing the tragedy on the roadway
should in theory make them safer drivers and ensure they don't drink and drive or let their
friends drink and drive or practice unsafe driving habits. Interior firefighting at 16 or 17 is only
asking for mistakes, panic, etc...

Training is good. But in an era when volunteerism is low, these young folks could find
themselves in a bad situation, with direction to follow.

There are bigger issues that need addressed to handle the decline in volunteers. The answer
isn’t letting children do it.

Numbers are low. If they have completed a formal training course, have completed department
specific training requirements and approval of guardian. Then why the hell not

| believe it would provide a much-needed boost in the numbers of Interior firefighters.

Program already exists for VoTech, and high schools under the PA Education system. However,
a teenage can be trained properly, but permitting them to perform the same duties in actual
emergency is totally different. If approved for the training, then the PSFA should also permit
additional training that requires ELIF, but currently must be 18 as well. Such as a Structure Burn
Session, Engine Company Operations, Truck Company Operations, etc. This will allow them to
maintain the skills and knowledge. But, although a teenage can be trained to the proper level,
and maintain that training, the wisdom associated with such actions under a regular incident is
totally different. They will be more concerned with getting the badge of honor, instead of
focusing on the associated hazards that normally, but not always, come with being a young
adult. | believe that nobody wishes to be associated with a Line of Duty Death (LODD) for a
teenage that could have been clearly avoided.

Allow them to have the training. But it's too dangerous for them to be going interior at such a
young age. Have them exterior only and send the grown ups in

NA
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| strongly feel that with permission from a parent or guardian should be allowed to take interior
firefighter training. | feel that it would be beneficial for them to get this training, especially if they
are going through the Essentials of Firefighting series. | feel that those individuals who have
taken Mod's A through C and then have to wait until they are 18 to take Mod D (sometimes as
much as 1 to 2 years) does a great disservice to the individual and they may lose interest in
continuing the training. As far as allowing them to do interior firefighting on emergencies with
permission from a parent or guardian, my opinion varies on this. | think you would almost have
to take it on a case by case basis. First | think you have to look at their maturity level and how
they act on other serious emergencies. If they have the maturity, then | think they can be
trusted to do interior firefighting with direction from an officer or senior member. If an individual
lacks a good maturity level and at times doesn't take emergencies serious, or has tendencies
not to listen well to officers of senior members, it could end badly with them getting hurt or
worse, killed. | wholly understand the shortage of volunteer firefighters in Pennsylvania and |
applauded this amendment made to the House Bill. | don't think it is the solve all to the
problem. | think it would be a good boost to the situation at hand, but | think it would need to be
monitored closely and taken on a case by case basis by each fire company and their chief
officers.

| think adding more training for 16-17 year olds is a great idea to not only keep current juniors
engaged but also potentially bring in new members. | think it is a horrible idea to let them
operate on an emergency scene as an interior member. There are many issues such as
maturity and other problems that could potentially come along with this.

| do support it this measure however | believe there are considerations that need to be taken
and that is at the parent and fire company level and basically its just the maturity of the minor.

Interior Training and actual fire fighting with Parent/guardian permission and under the
complete direction of the Chief or authorized officer by the Chief of the company.

They should be able to practice in controlled burns, and get their Fire 1 at 16. Then they could
participate in training burns to be prepared when they're 18 and go interior. No way they should
go interior before 18. They are not mature enough to make life or death decisions. Do not
attach them to an officer. The officer has enough to do without worrying about 10th grader.

Volunteer departments need all of the help they can get. As long as the minor has performed
well at the fire academy, | support them operating on the interior

| dont think they have the maturity to do. | also fear a lack of responsibility of people that age.

| feel if they attend an approved certified training and are managed on fireground, they young
people should be able to be active interior firefighters.

Me being an 18 year old firefighter, the demand for volunteers is needed very much. There
used to be over 100,000 volunteers now there’s down to 30,000. There is a great need in
becoming a volunteer. This bill would help out greatly and would decrease in the amount of
stations having to be closed down due to the lack of volunteers.

I think allowing them to complete Firefighter 1 as junior members will not only boost
departments junior firefighter roles, but ensure many of them stay in or return to the fire service
during and after attending college. | think before allowing them to fight fire interior, the
commonwealth instead should concentrate on allowing them to actually RIDE fire apparatus to
emergencies with basic in house training or a state approved, reduced hours junior firefighter
certification, as most of our juniors in our department have resigned from lack of interest as our
county does not offer the DCNR wildlife firefighting classes required, to go along with firefighter
training to the amount that would make them more certified as firefighters then a large portion
of those “interior” members throughout the state.

Training is a controlled environment, this i feel is ok for 16 and 17 year olds. Interior firefighting
is not. In most cases they are not mature enough at that age to handle the stress and scene
stress. The volunteer issue in Pennsylvania is not because of the age and by dropping the
interior firefighting age this will not help keep volunteers.

The dumbest thing | ever heard...... how about we talk about moving away from this Antiquated
system of staffing firehouses

We lose many firefighters in this age bracket due to excessive limitations placed on them.
Frankly, they lose interest because they don't feel they are actively participating.
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| feel that they should also be with a senior member of the department.
Too dangerous for children outside a training environment but good idea to get them ready

The proposal to allow 16 and 17 year olds to perform interior firefighting efforts is a poor effort
to fix the staffing issues plaguing the volunteer fire departments in PA. Rather than looking for
the liability buffet that will be the eventuality of allowing children to do these tasks let's focus on
the real issue-duplication of services and the feasibility of those FDs already in existence. |
would much rather see a credentialing system for fire similar to what EMS has today-those
departments who meet staffing, equipment and training standards get a sticker. The others are
now allowed out of the garage.

This is one of the dumbest ideas | have seen from the pa fire service and that is saying a lot.
Instead of lowering our bar why not we fall in line with much of the country and pro board by
law. This way we do not get an unknown but a proven and tested individual.

Ok with them helping with overhaul after fire is out. Maybe after a set number of interior
operations at an accredited fire school then maybe be allowed on a real incident as the 2nd or
3rd person to go in.

| think this is an excellent idea to get a younger generation involved. However it needs to have
restrictions.

When | was 16/17, | wanted to be interior already and was more than ready.

| became a firefighter at 16 and now 41 | have 25 years in the fire service. These young boys
don’t have enough experience on a foreground yet. They need to see how the chaos is
controlled from outside a structure fire before they can understand what’s going on inside a
structure fire. Bad Idea! We need more volunteers but there are other ways to recruit and retain
volunteers. How about helping firefighters kids with college tuition in one or so of our state
colleges.

If they can't serve in the military at that age, they shouldn't be fighting interior fire

| feel that a shortage of firefighters in the state should not fall on the shoulders of our children.
Furthermore with the current state of mental health awareness in our country, do you truly feel
the our youth are capable of handling the stress associated with interior fire fighting operations.
We are here to protect our communities by all means necessary but to endanger the life of our
youth is both rash and absurd to even be considered.

I think if they train under 18 we keep there interest and by the time they are 18 they will have
some training.

16/17 year olds should not be allowed to perform interior firefighting operations.
16 and 17 year olds should absolutely not be permitted to engage in interior operations.

I am all for them taking an ELIF program with no live fire that way when they turn 18 they can
take an SBS and be certified to go interior. | am also for allowing them to take FFI before 18 so
long as they have parental/legal guardian permission so long as it does not involve live interior
fires. | am all for allowing 16 and 17 years old to fight exterior fires (vehicle, rubbish, wild-land)
but interior operations are a big fat no to me—I have enough issues with adults that don’t pay
attention to the structure when inside | do not want the added burden of having to worry about a
16 or 17 year old inside. If this does pass the legislation it better be up to individual
departments/chiefs/safety officers to say yes they are allowed to participate in interior
operations at this department.

It would be a great help to have these 16/17 year olds ready to be certified interior firefighters
and ready to take their Firefighter one coarse when they turn 18. They currently can take all
their mods except interior prior to turning 16 and then wait up to 2 years to get interior. But | do
not agree with them being able to operate inside on an actual emergency.

They are not mature enough to fight an interior fire. Trained or not.
Work on mergers and paid departments before sending children into fires.

It is a waste of time and personnel when you have a fully qualified 17-18 year old still under the
junior label.

If they can fight for our country on foreign soil. They should be able to fight our fires at home.
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Wouldn't have had any time to learn limitations and or hone their skills

Unfortunately this is not an easy "Yes" or "No" question. | believe the suggestion has merit and
should be investigated further. Our society uses age as a criteria when establishing whether an
individual is able to make a decision, vote, tobacco, etc, or perform a chore/duty. | have been
an instructor for 20 years and have encountered many mature 16 and 17 y/os that could
perform skills and had the maturity to be an interior firefighter. | have also met several 18+
individuals that | felt didn't have the maturity to be an interior firefighter.

It works in other states

| agree that they should be allowed to participate in the training but | cannot support the idea of
16 and 17 year old kids being interior firefighters. Allowing them to train earlier allows them
more time to build skills needed later but there are too many variables with structural fires in an
emergency setting. And using this platform to save the volunteer fire service is misguided and
dangerous. Instead, the legislature should be looking at ways to shuffle the tax base to provide
funding at the county and local level to support paid or supplemental staffing.

I think it is a great idea! The volunteer service is hurting we need to grab young people who are
interested in fire service and keep them. When all they can do is stand around and watch they
start asking why am | doing this and intrest is gone. 100% do this.

As a fire chief, even with their parents permission, | would still take on quite a bit of liability
letting a 16-17 go interior. For the majority, | don’t think the maturity level is where it needs to
be, to be an interior firefighter.

MD allows them to already do this so PA is losing volunteers to MD if they live close enough.

Lowering the age is going to do nothing other than put a bandaid on a hemorrhage. It may work
for a little while, but in the end it's going to come down to career staffing. Departments need to
approach their municipalities and seek more funding to allow for sustainable career staffing. 16
year old interior firefighters is a joke

- | feel that we lose the familiarization time necessary for a young firefighter to be comfortable
around a fire scene. - We lose an aspect of safety because it seems like they are taking several
steps backwards when it comes to training - This would contradict the Junior Labor Laws until
that document is updated to match. For example, use of large hose streams. - | am afraid the
individuals would want to spend more time around the fire house and not on school work. -
Would this really be a benefit especially with the amount of activities individuals this age are
already involved in. | do not think it will draw a large bolus of new members.

| believe the training is beneficial but maturity levels may not be to the highest level at that
point.

| feel that if a 16 or 17 year old wants to go be an interior firefighter and has taken the training
we should let them, with parental consent of course. With the numbers decreasing like they are
we should not hold back these young men who want to do everything that the interior guys are
able to do just because of age.

If a company or department is signing off on someone to fight fires, we should trust them, after
all they are the ones training there work force. Pennsylvania needs to make firefighter 1 and 2
mandatory to be interior firefighters.

Two concerns, first there needs to be support and supervision from the fire department. The 16
and 17 year olds should not be placed in a responsible position and should only operate under
the direct supervision of a competent officer or senior firefighter. Second, the modern fire
environment differs significantly from the conditions when | was a 16 year old doing interior fire
attack. The officer or senior fire fighter supervising the 16 or 17 year old must have a good
understanding of this for his and the 16 or 17 year old's safety.

As a 17 year old firefighter, | started at 14 and gained a ton of experience in the three years |
have been doing this. | feel as if | am ready to start interior firefighting but cannot due to my
age. Let me be interior

Firefighter of 14 years. 16-17 year olds are not ready to be put into those situations. If you do
this be ready for a rise in deaths and injuries.

| do not believe we should be allowing the fire service to expose themselves to the risk of
injuring or killing a minor. This is bandaid fix to the staffing problem. Training in a controlled
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environment | can agree with partially. | question how much of the training the minor will retain if
they are unable to perform the duties on a regular basis.

| believe this is good. | believe Chief officers will need to approve this on a case by case bases.
This depends a lot on maturity of the individual.

Providing the training and sparking the interest of the 16/17 year old is paramount in building
the pipeline of future firefighters. However, the danger involved and the lack of maturity and
critical decision making skills could potential put the 16/17 year old in danger, as well as
jeopardize the safety of other crew members, first responders and those we are there to
protect.

simple They are to young, Maybe one out of a hundred would be OK

This will not solve any staffing problem. It will create much worse problems, higher injury/ death
rates, high cancer, lawsuits because uninformed parents didn't know about the risks. Kids with
cancer. Need | go on.

| think it is a wonderful idea. | just turned 18 and when | was at the earlier age | was always
wanting to learn more so | could be just like one of the guys. | think they should definitely have
parents permission.

| believe that the right person with the training will have the desire and will to do whatever they
are tossed in an emergency situation. First person experience, firefighting is my life, | joined at
14, completed all poss mods that same year, | was burning to move on. Fast forward years
later, at age 18 | finished Mod 4/FF1, but still couldn’t participate because | wasn'’t graduated
yet. Bottom line is there’s good kids that would kill to go to work at age 16/17, just have to figure
out how to make sure they are ready.

With proper training and mentors they can learn an essential skill that they can use to serve
their communities and the value of a community. We have gotten away from instilling the value
of a community to our young and is why volunteerism is down as a whole.

Interior Firefighting is a dangerous job, exposing a student to a controlled less than 8 hour burn
experience is just asking for trouble. This will not do anything to solve the decline in volunteers,
these 16 and 17 year old can still be exterior firefighters and gain experience.

Absolutely agree as long as training is complete and their department SOP and SOG do not
conflict

If they meet the training qualifications they should be allowed to go interior.
It should be allowed, but only if their company training officer also signs them off.
Training is one thing but actual real life experience is different.

I do not think that the maturity or decision making skills are there at that age even with the
training. Too much Adrenalin not enough real life decision making skills. THIS IS LIFE OR
DEATH!!

We all can agree that in addition to the decrease of firefighters throughout the state / country
and the amount of fires have significantly decreased. | think that Junior Members (16 &17 years
old) should be able to participate in state approved interior firefighter training drills, based upon
successfully completed the necessary educational training, such as the modular series or an
educational program that meets the requirements of NFPA JPR’s. This will allow firefighters
learn more skills that are necessary to complete the job and ensure they go home safe.
However, | don't agree that Juniors should be able to fight interior fires on an emergency
incident. Just looking at the millennials that are in the fire service today, it scares me as how a
lot of them think and | fear it would get someone if not themselves killed while doing this job.

| have worked with younger firefighters and it scares me. They think it's all a video game when
this is real life. It's life or death, it's not a game. | know not all kids are like that but | would be
careful allowing anyone younger than 18 to be allowed to go interior. | certainly wouldn't trust
them.

I THINK THEY CAN GET THE TRAINING TO BE READY WHEN THEY TURN 18 BUT DONT
THINK THEY SHOULD BE ALLOWED INSIDE TO FIGHT FIRE WHILE UNDER AGE.
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These kids are not old enough to operate a meat slicer in a grocery store but you think it's okay
for them to climb a ladder to a second story roof and operate a chainsaw? Seriously?

We need to be able to start training the young members sooner. The older they get the harder it
is to get them into training. Train them when it is proven that they learn better.

It was done years ago until the lawyers got involved....

It will keep the interest of young potential firefighters. As of Today’s requirements we can train
them and have them attend a FF 1 class and when they turn 18 yoa they have to retake FF1.
You loose the majority of the young people because they loose interest.

Don't think this is the way to get the numbers up for volunteering.

Terrible idea. These kids lack the maturity in most cases to perform these tasks in training much
less in the real world.

This should be a thing.

We need to get the younger generation involved into action to have the extra push and desire
to continue the volunteer fire service

Maturity is my biggest concern. Not all are ready for such responsibilities and the possible
consequences of a bad choice.

Too young

With the growing number of junior firefighters and the stream interests and firefighting, | believe
it will be a good idea

They are teenagers not adults
See above
The dangers faced by firefighters is huge. Not sure a 16 yo can make life choices.

Great way to train and interest younger people earlier, but they may be too young to fully
understand the risks associated with actively engaging in interior firefighting, and may not be
reliable in such a stressful environment at such a young age. The training part is a great idea to
keep the younger generations "hooled" earlier.

At 16 and 17 years old kids are still green with little to no experience. The maturity level is not
there for most. | feel it would be extremely dangerous allowing kids in an IDLH atmosphere.
The job is dangerous enough the last thing | want to do is baby sit or have to worry about
getting tasks done due to inexperience.

Training doesn't account for age if you pass you are competent and able.

Allowing a minor to work in an immediately dangerous to life or health would not be a prudent
practice. A teenager who participates in this type of activity may not be able to process the
psychological stress that occurs from these events in their formidable years. Lastly, there are
occasions when hydraulic tools or other power tool may be need for rescue or overhaul.
According to child labor laws, this is prohibited.

I think it would be very beneficial for some volunteer departments to have more trained interior
firefighters, no matter their age.

| think it would be a good thing for some the only problem | find with this is maturity to make the
right decisions when in a highly stressful and life threatening situation like a mayday or victim
extraction it sounds fun to fight fire to a kid but it would mean exposing them to the extreme
nature of the job sooner

As someone in the public safety sector and being a firefighter in the commonwealth for 20
years, | believe that 16&17 year olds are not ready for the true responsibility of becoming an
interior firefighter.

We do not need children going interior. I'm all for getting training in a controlled environment,
but actual interior operations is an absolute no from me.

This would seem to circumvent child labor laws. If they are being allowed to enter burning
structures they should also be allowed to operate powered saws and hydraulic equipment.
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Additionally, most 16-17 year old do not possess the maturity level to handle situations they
may face involving emergency incidents.

Ridiculous that we will lighten up a law that allows us to place 16 year old kids at risk for sake of
saving a few dollars a year per household. Shameful.

I think it's a great idea. As a junior member who is in love with the fire service, | idealize interior
operations. | think it would benefit the fire service greatly.

Too young for actual emergency interior situations.

| am a little concerned on allowing 16 & 17 year olds to fight fire in an actual emergency
situation without having a mentor. There needs to be a requirement that this is only allowed
under the supervision of a senior / experienced FF.

These kids are not mature enough to handle these types of situations.
If there parents are giving the okay why not ? Doesnt hurt anything!

| think at the ages of 16-17 they are ready and mature Enough to make the decision to fight an
interior fire. Maryland has been doing this successfully for years and | believe Pennsylvania
could highly benefit from it.

| do not believe 16 & 17 year olds should not engage in interior firefighting.

I think the idea is great especially for volunteers in small towns where there are not many
volunteers!

As an instructor of many fire explorer programs in new england | support training because it
gets kids involved and ready for a future in the fire service however 16 year olds have no place
inside on emergency situations.

| started in Maryland when | was 16 being able to go inside to fight fires. It kept me interested
and off the streets. Getting people in young is the key to keeping these volunteers running.

| believe Maryland allows interior firefighting at the age of 16, so | feel talking to them to see
how it is working would be smart to use as evidence. | think well trained individuals either at
age 16 or 18 can do a fantastic job fighting a fire.

As long as all classes are passed | feel their shouldn’t be an issue for this as in other states not
to far away their are kids already doing so

They are too young and not mentally ready for what they will face in a situation of entering any
structure in a fire emergency. This is too dangerous to that age of a child.

| think that if a 16/17 year old is eager enough to get training and they have permission they
should be allowed to fight fires interior.

| feel as if as long as the parents are informed of what the class/real life entails and sign off on
the forms, plus the firefighters are trained, the younger age wouldn’t be an issue.

| do not feel that it is safe for non adult firefighters to be part of an interior fire attack team.

They are to immature to handle situations firefighters occur. Also at that age there is no
discipline or experience. They are still a minor and not an adult. Sadly | know of a few
departments in my area that allow this and are not trained properly.

The maturity level is not there. The adrenaline of the moment can push the safety aspect to the
side

If we do not allow them to drink, smoke or vote because of cognitive function, making life or
death choices is not at the forefront

Too young

While the intent is to help improve manpower and interest, the risks outweigh the benefits.
Allowing them to train may help keep them around until 18 at which time they can go inside. We
must keep in mind that they are still children and some are not mature at 18 let alone 16-17.

By allowing this to be passed the numbers of first responders will increase. There are a decent
amount of 16 and 17 year olds who are in the fire service but can not engage in interior fire
fighting.
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It's about time

| believe it is easier to complete this training when you are younger with no family or a full time
job. Also will help volunteer fire companies retain members

Being a chief and past junior member advisor this idea is not the smartest. Poor decision
making could place these minors in a very bad situation. What if there is no senior member with
them, they are on their own. The Commissioners office does a poor job now with management
and monitoring of junior member programs. Time to step up.

They are too young. They can’t be trusted to vote, smoke or join the military

Are you for real? Allowing a 16/17 year old to go into a burning building is very irresponsible.
Now | do think they should be permitted to enter a fixed facility with live fire for training.

With parent approval, | am in favor of this change. Training facilities have become extremely
safe when all of the regulations are followed.l would suggest possibly having a certified 16 or
17 year old firefighter participate in actual firefighting operations when with a senior firefighter.

They may be able to take the class, but at that age they are still to Young to make the snap
judgement calls needed and be able to mentally handle the situation

| started my fire service career in 1968, time were different then. | performed interior fire fighting
under the guidance of seasoned fire fighter and fire officers, something that there is a shortage
today. | would agree with the training of but I'm heastate on the actual fire ground operations.
There are some Departments that this would be fine with interior operation, but | believe the
majority would lack the oversight of fire ground operations for interior fire fighting of 16-17 Year
old.

Minors should require trained adult supervision. Departments should afforded civil immunity.

This will not solve the volunteer issue. How about providing options for taking portions of FF1
and FF2 online????

They are still kids and as someone who started young, over time, there are a lot of physical
repercussions in the long run. In addition, while they are mature enough to decide to volunteer,
they still have a lot of growing up to do.

This job is extremely dangerous. They are children. They can take the time to learn this job
before they possibly loose it in a fire. Live fire training is just as dangerous as a structure fire.
There are so many issues with is this too list. Don’t even put a parent in a position to sign their
children’s life over to a company so they could fill a gap that law makers should be finding a
solution for.

It's a great idea!

With proper training and permission, 16 & 17 year olds could perform vital interior firefighting
operations and assist other firefighters. Allowing this could boost community involvement
among young people in the community.

The kids will need experience and will be trained from great instructors

| approve only if they pass the written, and practical testing, and are in good physical shape. |
see a lot of 16 and 17 year olds that are in poor physical shape.

| think that training minors under controlled conditions would be ok, but I'm against letting
minors fight interior fires under emergent conditions.

| don't think that at 16&17 years old, they are really ready to fight fires in actual emergency
situations.

These children should be worried about passing actual school to become a productive part of
society. You can’t add that study load on them plus school.

Might depend on the individual, but | don't think they are ready at 16 to go interior. My son is
currently 15 and | think | would still want him to wait until he’s 18.

At age 16, they are permitted to drive, or become emergency medical technicians. Both place
them in critical decision making environments
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Minors do not have the practical life experience to go into idlh situations. This is irresponsible
and inviting disaster. These are kids.

Being allowed to complete the training at 17 could be helpful, because in some cases they go
to college and lose interest because they do not have the ability to do mod 4 for a long period of
time. Doing the training at age 17 will allow them to start functioning as an interior firefighter
sooner after turning 18 and help maintain their level of interest since they can function as a
firefighter during summer vacation or school breaks when they are home.

They need to be with experienced firefighters and | can see them being on the trucks without an
experienced firefighter and these kids will be doing initial attack with little or no real world
experience .

This is a horrible idea, firefighting is dangerous enough without putting wide eyed kids that lack
the experience and body strength into an interior fire. If this is the answer, I'm glad | am literally
retiring in three days.

Addressing the shortage of firefighters should not be done at the expense of the safety and
wellness of junior firefighters. In a controlled environment, it is acceptable under trained and
professional oversight to teach young firefighters these skills. A fireground is too dynamic and
too must trust is being given to incident commanders who themselves may be lacking in the
skills necessary to adequate protect their people.

At 16 & 17 years old your brain hasn’t matured enough to understand the reality of this job. This
is a job where people rely on you to make the right calls or people will die. That is way to much
pressure for an immature teen too handle. Yes there are some exceptions to this but there is no
“safe place” at 3am when you arrive first to a house with fire showing and a mother in the front
yard screaming her kids are inside.

| feel letting minors engage in operations inside of a IDLH (Immediately Dangerous to Life and
Health) environment opens Fire Departments and Municipalities to legal repercussions.

with proper training

| don't think having a young kid who may be a little cocky thinking he is the best in the world
going inside and then getting scared or panic and put the entire crew in danger. On the flip side
a kid who is trained and understands the dangers of what they are getting into ok maybe allow
them to go interior.

While | am in favor for inclusion, there is no reason to have a child in an IDLH environment.
This is delaying the inevitable which is municipalities need to work together to begin
regionalization and hire trained career staffing.

| completely understand that the fire service is suffering but | cannot get behind supporting this.
| have been a volunteer for 25+ years and | would have never permitted my own son to do this
and | believe you could have. This is a lot to ask of a youth. A lot of people reference the live
fire training aspect and any fireman that has done it in an actual situation under life and death
will tell you that it is not the same at all, not to mention if it happens to be a fatal now you have
to deal with and treat these minors

| am all for pushing the educational standards. Let’s teach these kids to learn the craft and
trade and take time to perfect it..over and over and over. Having been an instructor in various
disciplines and having taught 16 and 17 year olds...letting them have some time to hone their
skills before being out in the real world is extremely beneficial.

| started my volunteer firefighting career 54 years ago at the age of 14. All we needed were
working papers signed by our parents and 24 hours of training before we could do interior
firefighting. We have made the requirements so complex and time consuming for todays
volunteers. | am still a firefighter but do not do interior firefighting.

You guys need to allow these kids to receive high school and college credit for taking these
classes. Absolutely allow them to train and get certified before they turn 18 but do not allow
them to operate in an actual emergency situation.

Interior fire training in a building designed and engineered for fire training is safe if performed in
accordance with NFPA 1403. Acquired structures should not be used. All training should be
provided by credentialed instructors.

Well managed training provides the opportunity for our younger members to begin developing a
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skill set in our trade. An active fire is different, what would happen with a nozzle team of only 16
or 17 year olds? Or a flashover or collapse? As the law stands, 18 or high school graduate to
conduct interior fire operations.

Having 16 and 17 year olds participate in training would be one thing, it is a controlled
environment and chances of an injury are low. If the young student does something wrong in a
training environment it can be controlled, reviewed and corrected with little impact. If a young
student is allowed to participate in interior firefighting and makes a mistake or does something
wrong the out come could be quite different. The maturity level is not there and if a decision is
needed to be made will the 16 and 17 year old make the right decision. | understand the need
to get the 16 and 17 year olds to be more involved and to get them "hooked" on the fire service
but I am not sure this is the answer. Training is one thing but the real life situation is totally
another.

100% needs to happen with parental or guardian consent
Are you out of your mind?

Training junior firefighters in a secure environment is one thing, they’re young, they want to do
what the experienced and trained firefighters do as well. When you get into fire ground
operations on a live call, that is a whole different nightmare, we should never put children into a
burning building that are 16&17 years old, their lives are just starting, we don’t know the
elements that we face in a real life house fire, and we shouldn’t be putting the lives of others in
someone’s hands that are that young. Also the insurance liability, that's a nightmare waiting to
happen.

I think it is absolutely beneficial to train and equip a junior firefighter up to and including FFI and
I certification, however, emergencies are still unpredictable, and I'm unsure that allowing a 16-
year old to enter into an IDLH is a good idea. Especially in the volunteer fire service where
there is a high probability that they could end up inside of a burning building with little or no
supervision.

I joined my local fire department when | was 16 and am only 22 now.l have a summer birthday
so by the time | was 18 | was at college when they offered the next skills and burn to complete
the cert. It made a class that is extremely time consuming even more difficult. Although being
able to complete the class would be beneficial | believe allowing someone of that age to be an
interior firefighter is extremely foolish. | think there’s a reason you have to be 18 to join the
military and | think it should remain the same for firefighting.

With proper training, | have no issue with this. We allow them to make up a legal Ambulance
crew at the same age.

If I can sign off on my child enlisting in the military then | can sign off on this.

| strongly agree with it. My family has been in the fire service since the 1940’s and | joined
when | was 14 in 2008. Getting members involved and interested at a younger age will give you
a better chance of retaining them as they get older life starts getting busy once you turn 18
making it more difficult to take the necessary training

Minors should be allowed to participate in interior firefighting classes and learn the ropes of
everything. But until they mature more, they shouldn't be allowed to preform interior operations.

No

Why are they not permitted to now, | mean the reasoning, because if it was dangerous for them
yesterday, it's still dangerous for them tomorrow!

| believe they should be able to go take an interior firefighter class and get the certificate and do
the burn for the class. But | think the decision to let the 16 and 17 year olds into a actual
emergency Fire should be made by the chief of the department.

Growing up in the fire service and still a active volunteer, | have seen plenty of young men and
woman that with the proper training | believe would be great interior firefighters at 16 or 17 yrs
old. | have also met just as many that don’t have the maturity that | feel they should have to be
put in such situations. However the same also implies to some adults(well over 18yrs of age),

honestly | feel it depends on the individual. Something that should be approved or declined by
the parents and the FF Chief officers.

With parents permission they should be allowed there are 16 years old in are fire company that
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are just wait to be allowed to go into a fire but have all training

Children should not be expected to risk their lives like adults. Firefighting is a hazardous
activity.

Maturity is not optimized at this point and neither is decision making skills.
Not enough experience firefighters in most fire Depts to mentor the younger firefighters now !

This is the worst idea | have ever heard. Putting children into harms way is not the way the way
to fix the firefighter shortage. 3 things that will fix the firefighter shortage consolidation,
geographic redistricting and creating career firefighting positions. Children lack the
psychological skills and maturity that is required to complete these jobs. We are raising the age
of tobacco consumption to 21 because youth today cannot police themselves with something
that will be detremental to their health but these brain dead politicians want to take these same
children and thrust them into life threatening situations. How stupid are they? LODD will most
defiantly skyrocket if this is passed. The politicians of this common wealthy are signing death
warrants for children. Be smart and shoot this bill down.

The dangers of interior structural firefighting takes some maternity which most 16 & 17 year
olds do not possess. We are just risking our youth without enough benefit

| feel that some children at that age may not understand the potential danger and can be a risk
to themselves and others

| can see allowing them to participate in the training for interior fire fighting. but they will need
more time in strucural burn simulators to improve their abilities. As a fire fighter who went right
into the service and was thrown into fires directly after fire fighter certification, | feel, even back
in the "70s, more training was needed to be ready for fires.

Not the solution to the decline in volunteers.

Since Vo Tech students, emancipated minors, and the Amish are allowed to participate in
Interior FF and SBS classes under the age of 18, other minors with a signed and notarized
permission slip should also be allowed. Actually entering a IDLH in an emergency situation
however, should be restricted to those 18 and older.

It won't solve the underlying issue of the lack of volunteers. The level of maturity required to
conduct operations inside without getting yourself hurt is higher than what most 16 year olds
possess. | could see the case for 17 year olds but to go below that seems a bit unsafe, just with
the way of human development, strength, maturity, all that. If you look at it this way; if your
house was on fire, would you want a bunch of 16 year old kids showing up that may have little
life experience, maybe no job experience, and little sense of value coming to your house and
“destroying” it to extinguish the fire.

All of old timers started at 14 or 15 and we are still alive. In addition, local fire schools had a
better safety record than the costly, but approved, state facilities--and the fire was real.

16/17 is too young of an age to be entering a burning building. Even if they do well in a training
environment, the real life scenarios are much different. Training is controlled, real life isn't.
There is strong potential for serious injury or death. How would you explain that to their
parents? For those of you with kids, Would you want your 16/17 year old going into a burning
building?? Standards were put into place for a reason. PA just wants to change the standard
because they are hurting for volunteers. Changing the standard will not help this situation.
Times have changed. It's time to consolidate Fire Companies, change dispatch procedures
(box systems/mutual aid) and consider paid or combination departments. This is coming from a
20 year veteran of the fire service who started at the age of 16 as a Junior firefighter.

| usually stay silent on these things but the politician who submitted this and anyone who thinks
this is a good idea needs to be put in check. What a truly awful idea.

Too young to enter into such dangerous operational areas.

| do support allowing 16&17 year olds to take interior fire training as many fire training programs
are run one after another and many junior firefighters take their classes during the school year,
and allowing them to finish all training during their school Career would make training easier
than trying to take most of their classes during school and then trying to find the time after
graduation to train while maintaining a job. However my concern with allowing them to
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participate in the actual fighting of interior fires lies in the liability of the company, even with
parental/ guardian consent.

Kids this age lack the maturity and situational awareness and pose more of a liability than a
benefit.

16/17 year old young men and women aren’t experienced enough to be making life/death
decisions on the foreground. Junior firefighting programs, coupled with life experiences and a
more developed outlook on the foreground will keep them from being hurt/injured at an incident
in the most dangerous area on the foreground (inside a building).

It would not be safe should wait

Maturity is not there yet, as well as | feel they are too young. As a retired FF | feel that
members that age are too young. They can work outside the burning structure and support the
members that may be inside working on the fire.

The numbers in our dept our thin . We barely have anyone who can mask up

This puts the public and other firefighters in danger, allowing a 16 year old kid into a burning
building will take the focus of more experienced firefighters away from rescue and firefighting
aspects.

This is silly and hard to believe this is actually being considered.
WOW. Just wow.

I'm an active volunteer firefighter with 23 years of experience (4 of those as a junior FF). I've
also served as a volunteer chief officer for 7 years, 2 of them as the Fire Chief. I've also been a
career firefighter for 14 years and have been a Lieutenant for 6. | completely support allowing
16- and 17-year olds to participate in approved interior FF training. Interior training is
supervised by PA state approved instructors following NFPA training guidelines. This is a great
way to attract and keep interest among our youngest volunteers and have them fully prepared
and trained to engage in firefighting activities. However, | do not support allowing 16- and 17-
year olds to perform interior firefighting during actual emergencies. Without the guarantee of a
properly trained supervisor working with them (like in training), | think that most high-schoolers
lack the experience and maturity to operate in an emergency fire environment. | know what it's
like to respond to a fire as a 16- or 17-year old, | did it many times. Looking back, | am sure that
I would have lacked the judgment necessary to save myself or others if conditions quickly
changed for the worse. My main concern is not with the 16- or 17-year old themselves, but with
the lack of guaranteed, qualified supervision.

In my experience, junior firefighters at 16 and 17 are not knowledgeable enough to partake in
interior operations. They should be involved in training however so they are able to be ready
omce they are 18.

While | would be in agreement with this taking place, who is going to truly obtain the criteria of
getting the parent/guardian consent. From a fire training perspective that might be easier to do
but from the company level, will this really be followed and how is to be policed so other
companies are assured it's okay?

Grasping for straws is what this equates to. Such action will result in 16-17 y/o deaths. The
issue is muti-complex. Local governments need to step up and provide executive leadership to
examine mergers and consolidation of resources and adequately fund the fire departments. Not
a popular decision and requires true leadership. Taxes may go and maybe not, it depends on
the situation and community. None-the-less, local governments have a responsibility to ‘provide
for’ fire and life safety. It may even be in the PA Constitution. Leveraging minors to address a
dwindling volunteer resource egregious at best.

As a teenage | actively participated in the juniors program and completed numerous training.
However | am against a teenage being allowed into a non training scenario fire. Training and
probationary time are critical to becoming a competent firefighter and if we eliminate the
probationary time someone, be it the teen or a fellow volunteer will suffer those consequences.

Persons in this age group are not legal adults; and for good reason. They do not have the
experience or maturity to make good decisions in emergent situations.

with limited action under direct supervision of an officer sort of like the school programs at
Lancaster CTC Most are not mature enough to handle the real thing and some are. Would like
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to see an eval of each to see how they will handle it before turning loose
They should train only

| believe this is just another way to avoid the true crisis that is taking place in the
commonwealth. Lawmakers need to realize that we as a state are years behind in emergency
services. Every few years this problems comes to surface and it's kicked around with new and
great ideas with now follow through until it is brought up again. Allowing 16-17 year olds to take
the training and approved training sites | am fine with. But then allowing them to go into a
immediate danger to life and health (IDLH) is not the answer. We need to focus on local
governments and have them understand that the time is coming to look into paid personal.

Not enough maturity, life experience or discipline.
This is scary that we are even considering this
Safety needs to be first even if the numbers of interior firefighters are dropping

| support allowing 16 and 17 year old people to participate in the interior firefighting training,
after they complete an exterior firefighting training. However, | believe that they should not be
allowed to participate in actual firefighting in their community until they turn 18 years old.

I think it's a good start but isn't a long term fix

This is long overdue. Fully support provided training is the focus and required prior to engaging
in foreground activities of any type.

Great learning experience as long as they go interior with an experienced interior member
whether its from their company or another company.

Allowing 16 and 17 year olds to complete their training will prepare them for emergencies after
18 and better prepare them for exterior firefighting. To allow minors inside a non controlled
environment is dangerous and irresponsible. With the depletion of staffing the minors may be
partnered with someone ill prepared to assist them. Also, it will open up civil liability for families
to seek action against fire departments of the minors of even homeowners stating fire
departments are relying on children to protect their communities.

They too immature to see some of the things that we see

First, this bill is proposing that these CHILDREN must complete training prior to live fire.
Currently there is no such requirement for anyone. That's ridiculous. Mandate a minimum of
FF1 across the board. Training saves lives. Second. This bill is targeted at the decline in
manpower. We are not getting more members at any age. So this will not change anything. But
throwing kinds into a burning building will not fix the problem. You will now have young kids in
dangerous situations with no one watching them (because our turnout is already piss poor)
which will certainly result in increased deaths. Third. This is the stupidest idea | have ever
heard.

These children will not possess the maturity, abilities and training at such a young age that will
make an all-around positive impact on PA's delivery of fire protection. This is a poor attempt to
band-aid a gunshot wound.

It's the main reason we can't recruit teens today. Can’t engage them with “promises” to go
interior. And then when they do turn 18 they are there for two months and then go off to college.

Not mature enough

I'm all for it they have been doing this for years in Maryland and we should be doing it hear in
pa instead of them jumping the state line to do it

A 16 or 17 year old does not have the maturity needed to make potentially life or death
decisions. Passage of this will lead to an increase in LODDs.

| would be in support of this measure.

As a past Chief and 30 years of service | believe that this could be a great move for the fire
service

16 & 17 year olds are too young to perform interior firefighting. | believe at such a young age
that they would not have adequate training and would not have the maturity for such dangerous
operations. Seems we would end up killing more firefighters over what? To try to solve the
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firefighter crisis? Find other less risky ways to solve the firefighter crisis. Encourage

municipalities to fully fund their fire protection. The Municipalities should be footing the bill for all

resources needed in provided adequate fire protection in equipment and staffing. Municipalities
have been getting a free ride long enough. | know of no Municipal volunteer police or public
works departments and further more | know of no Police or public works having to fundraise to
purchase new police cars, backhoes and dump trucks.

They need to learn. If it is a fire that they have the experience person with why not. Proper
training is needed

We have had 18 year olds in our department who haven't matured enough. The younger the
age, the less they are able to focus.

| believe allowing 16 and 17 year olds to complete their interior fire schools prior to their 18th
birthday is a great idea. This will give them a jump start to be an interior firefighter at 18. |
believe 16 and 17 year olds are too young, but allowing them to complete training will help
develop them as firefighters.

While i believe allowing this age group to train in these operations will aid the fire service,
placing them in actual interior attack situations, where the enviroment is not always predictible
and NEVER safe, is a bad move. Committing an age group, that the general public sees as
children, to a life threating situation will create a public relation nightmare when the first one is
seriously injured or killed.

16 & 17 year olds are still juveniles and most don't have the ability to understand/respect the
dangers of interior fire fighting.

| strongly disagree that 16 & 17 year old (JR) Firefighters should be allowed to perform interior
firefighting operations even if there is approval from a parent or guardian. This is a BAD idea
and we should not allow Fire Companies and or politicians to try to fix the lack of volunteer
firefighters on the back of KIDS. Firefighters who are under the age of 18 are kids and they
SHOULD NOT be allowed to partake in interior firefighting operations. If this is allowed to pass
we will see kids being injured or worse, killed on the fire ground.

Interior operations during FF-1 at an accredited agency should be allowed with parent and
guardian permission

Too young
to young

| do believe that 16 and 17 year old Jr. Firefighters should be able to attend interior firefighter
training in a controlled environment in order to prepare them to become interior firefighters. | do
not believe any Jr. Firefigher under the age of 18 should be allowed into a burning building due
to the complexities and dynamic environment that interior firefighting presents. Placing a Jr.
Firefighter in a high mental and physical stress environment will lead to the high probability of
them going beyond their limitations and poor decision-making. We have enough issues with
18+ year old firefighters getting into trouble on the fireground. We should not be lowering our
standards and placing our young people in situations beyond their capabilities. Do we go back
to the days of child labor in factories because of a lack of employees. | think not. Government
must tackle this situation head-on and not look to dangerous short cuts.

Same as the military. You make these KIDS be 21.to.buy a beer or a can of dip but now you
want it to be ok for a kid on a driver's permit to potentially die on an interior attack? Hell naw.

High risk, low reward. The ranks of junior FF am should be fill with support related training and
an introduction to forward operations. To use juniors for fire attack creates and additional
burden to officers and FFs alike.

| teach 2 full el14 curriculums a year to predominantly amosh and mennonite fire companies.
This would greatly increase the number of firefighters available for fire response in Lancaster
county.

This is a bandaid to the failure of a situation that has been deteriorating for many years. The
smoke age for a person to purchase cigarettes is 21 years old. You have to be 21 years old to
purchase alcoholic beverages, you have to 21 years old to purchase a weapon. With that said
you want to lower the age for becoming an interior firefighter???

Haven't even graduated high school and could be killed. Not a line of duty death funeral that |
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would like to attend.

While the need for more volunteers is critical, the answer does not come in allowing kids to
perform interior operations. Firefighting is inherently dangerous as it is. We don’t need to have
children participating. The rational part of a teens brain isn’t fully developed until around age 25.
Research shows that they use their brains much differently than adults. They think and react on
a more emotional level and aren’t necessarily able to draw connections to consequences for
their actions. Allowing them to participate in live fire operations is a ticking time bomb. It puts
them and every other firefighter involved in the operation in additional , unnecessary danger.

It is extremely unsafe proposal. Kids of that age need to absorb firefighting from the outside
before ever being allowed to go interior..hellnsome 18 y/o are not mature enough to handle that
situation.

These are still very young men who just recently learned how to drive a vehicle. I'm all for fire
exploration programs but having a 16 or 17 year old on my tail while on interior attack, is just
too risky. Let them grow up. Put them through as much training as they're willing to take. But
wait until their 18 before sending them to war.

| believe that under supervision or with adequate training those at 16 Yoa should at least be
able to participate in exterior operations that do not require a breathing apparatus (l.e.
operating a hydrant during a fire or training as well as operation of a suppression line on brush
fires). At 17 unless the minor is emancipated or with permission of their parents and has
received proper training with demonstration of proper SCBA operations they can be granted the
ability to become an interior member.

16 and 17 y/o are to young and immature to do interior work

As a fire service instructor, | can see where the training would be good in a controlled
environment however the maturity and experiences necessary even at age 18 need to be
examined.

I think it's good for Junior FFs to get a jump on training, but should be limited to exterior
firefighting until reaching age 18.

Receiving interior training at 17+ could be evaluated so that once 18 they can engage in interior
operations

Too young to make good decisions

Allowing 16 and 17 year olds participate in training would be a good idea but not actual
firefighting emergencies. Being able to start training earlier would allow them to grow and
mature with the knowledge needed to be successful. An actual emergency is not the time to
have “babysit” a minor.

Ludicrous! You can’t purchase tobacco products until 21, yet you'd allow a 16 yo child into a
fire? On a serious note, younger FFs lack the professional maturity to be interior FFs. Even
many of those under 21 lack that professional maturity. This is a terrible idea. It's time for PA to
beak the checkbooks out and hire paid staff.

Would be great to get a jumpstart on fire training. Gain real life experience before the age of 18
Too young

| dont beleive that 16/17 year old children are mature and safe enough for interior firefighting.
Career firefighters with years on the job die each year because its a dsngerois profession.

| am in agreement to training, however limit what they can do to perform interior operations

I think the state should look at the military for this issue. A 17 year old should be able to
conduct live fire training only, so that they may be ready for real life incidents on their 18th
birthday. 17 year olds may conduct live fire operations on real life incidents after graduation
from high school.

They are too young still to be inside a burning structure in an uncontrolled environment. They
don't comprehend things fast enough, sometimes we don't either. However, they need to wait til
the age of 18 for structural firefighting in emergency situations.

Very tough questions as | have had 16/17 year old who definitely would not be able to handle
conditions inside. Maybe overhaul or smoke removal. Interior?
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The number of firefighters in this country is decreasing. By allowing teenagers to do interior
work, which is what a lot of them dream of doing, it allows that number to increase. So many
teenagers are put off by what they can’t do until a certain age that when they get to the age,
they've lost interest in that activity. By allowing teenagers to preform more and more firefighting
activities, it allows for teenagers to presume their dreams young and introduce more firefighters
to the field.

Today's state of the art training will allow for the cadet to be trained and ready to respond to
emergencies and do so safely.

Performing actual interior fire fighting. | feel they need to be with a senior firefighter. Not just a
new kid with another new kid. Have to be with experienced firefighter

I am for allowing a 16 or 17 year old to become an interior firefighter. If a 16 or 17 year old isn't
mature enough for Interior class or firefighting, they 'should' have their training delayed by their
chief. The fail safe to that would be the instructors also deciding whether or not a student is
mature enough or ready enough for Interior fire fighting.

This is to young for this critical type of activity

Training yes, that way they are ready for 18 and a senior ff in most department. Training is in
controled atmosphere.

| think this is a decent idea

I would support only allowing 17 year olds to attend FF-1 certified class and participate in
interior activities only so they are ready to go as a member of the company on their 18th
birthday instead of waiting till 18 years old to complete the interior section of the class. We
would have a member at 18 instead of 18-1/2 or 19 years old.

Under proper supervision this is a great idea. However the drawback is in places with limited
manpower this can place the students in harms way

Getting the proper training at the ages of 16 & 17 so when they hit 18 years of age they are
then ready and have enough training with senior firefighters in a controlled situation to handle
the real deal by 18. Don't have to wait longer to finish there essentials.

| feel as though it would not hurt to send young individuals through the training. | do feel that it
may have some rather negative effects in the long run if they are allowed to actually operate on
the interior of a fire incident.

If properly trained and mentored this would greatly impact the fire service in a very positive way.

16&17 Y/O firefighters need more practice and education in fire behavior prior to being able to
properly conduct interior operations safely. The current training hours required do not allow
ample time for the additional training to take place and allow 16 year olds the training they’'d
need in order to conduct interior operations

| agree with them getting the interior training so that when they are 18 they are ready to fight
interior fires. | do not believe that a 16 or 17 year old has any business being in an interior fire
in a non training environment.

| feel as though this could be a positive thing , although | feel as though there are certain 16 &
17 Y/O who lack the maturity to be able to do such things. Although there are some that do. |
think the department officers would need to pay close attention to them to decide yes or no

Some 16 and 17 year olds are mature enough, others will require more oversight than is
available.

| support training (live fire). | do not support allowing persons under 18 years of age to engage
in interior emergencies.

16&17 yo should be allowed to participate in training but they should only be allowed to
operated exterior of the structure until 18yr of age. As an interior firefighter | would prefer them
to master exterior ops before coming interior. Dealing with multiple youth, Only a few | think are
capable to perform interior ops in a safe and competent manner. | believe it will hamper interior
operations because on top of doing your job there senior firefighters will now be babysitting
kids. The smoking age was raised because kids can't be trusted to make wise decisions and
now you think it's okay to send them in a dangerous situation.
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Absolutely and positively a hard NO. This is a complete lack of responsibility of the
commonwealth and local jurisdictions to develop a sound state wide plan to create fire districts
and supplemental drastic needs of volunteer manpower with career staffing. First off there is
already a huge lack of mentors in the current volunteer fire service. This is completely the
wrong direction and a band aid to the overall situation.

There needs to be a mentoring period before they would be permit to function as interior
firefighter Something being the third guy on crew

| think this will encourage young teens to become more involved with their community and get
them away from the needless video games. This could also help motivate them when they have
the time over summer breaks from school to take the needed classes. Once adults they will
become too busy to take the time needy classes.

Don't like too much risk and not enough maturity

| think that with the right amount of training and working under a skilled officer. 16 and 17 year
old have enough maturity to complete the required course

Terrible idea

| feel 16 and 17 year olds are not mature enough to perform interior firefighting activities during
emergency operations.

While allowing them to attend training and obtain certification will certainly bolster the number of
firefighters in Pennsylvania, 16 and 17 year olds are just not equipped to perform the real-life
role of interior firefighter where consequences are literally life or death.

16 & 17 YO's are typically not mature enough to handle live fire situations in an uncontrolled
environment.

Provide the training but to put them in a life and death situation shouldn’t be allowed

| started my 40+ yr fire service career as a jr FF and thought then that | could do interior work
but only later in my career, including a long stint as a PSFA suppression instructor, did | realize |
wasn't even close to being able to handle the hazard assessment, risk perception and frankly
things | would see if | had been allowed to engage in emergency response operations. Training
is a controlled environment and can be made as safe as possible. That isn't a luxury you have
on a real fire ground. Passing that part of the legislation would unduly endanger the children.

Too much liability and danger. The answer to decreasing volunteers isn’t lowering the age.
Then what, what we still don’t have enough, drop to 15? Maturity plays into this job, they simply
aren’t developed or have enough life experience. Not to mention the ridiculous PTSD the
younger, softer generation will have. How will you treat/fix that? These kids already struggle
with basic training such as hitting a hydrant, and now you want to put them in high hazard
environments? You're going to have to pay people. County based hybrid systems like PG
County Maryland. Unfortunately the commonwealth makes growth in the fire service difficult.
Companies need incentives to consolidate, work together on multi agency responses to
decrease need for multiple apparatus per station, decreasing replacement costs. The answer is
not to decrease age of firefighter. What a pathetic attempt to fix this problem which didn’t just
show up on your door.

I think it is a great idea!

| began my fire service career at age 14. At age 16 and 17 | was interior. Back then, you did
whatever your officer permitted you to do. That was 45+ years ago. | think this will help boost
our ranks and continue to save our residents millions of tax dollars.

While | believe that students of the 16/17 range can complete training in a controlled
atmosphere. It hardly prepares them for a true emergency situation. The maturity level is not
there. | find it disappointing the legislature's answer to the declining volunteer service is to use
the junior firefighters to fill those gaps. Face the fact that the volunteer departments must have
real funding and training mandates.

There are too many other trainings and opportunities that 16 and 17 yr old firefighters can focus
on until they are of age. This also brings about issues with regards to insurance and workers
comp. coverage for firefighters of this age group. These Junior FFs need to focus on
fundamentals and becoming an adult before trying to add interior FF tactics to their belt at this
age range.
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My experience as a state fire suppression instructor and fire chief is that most of today's 16 and
17 year-old do not have the maturity to make important decisions during interior firefighting
activities.

As a combination career and vol. firefighter with 15yrs of active experience | do not believe that
16/17 yr olds have the maturity to handle what could be a life threatening situation. While there
will almost always be exceptions to the rules | don't believe kids of that age are ready to have
that kind of potential life altering responsibility heaped on them, someone’s life may end up

hanging in the balance and that | believe is just to much of a burden to place on their shoulders.

As a former firefighter it is too much to ask someone who is 16 or 17 to make critical decisions
that may influence their or someone else’s safety. Is is a bad idea!

| don't believe minors should be fighting fires. Training is one thing. Actual emergencies not so
much. Training is controlled. Have been in many fires | do not believe it is worth the risk.

As long as PA state workmans comp insurance covers them
Think it would be great and they would not leave due to restrictions

As long as they have parental permission and have completed state-approved training | believe
they should be permitted.

none.

| think this is a good idea, especially with the dwindling numbers of people volunteering to be
firefighters.

If they are trained, and their parents say that it is okay. They should be able to go in during an
emergency, to help others

| agree with this amendment, | have been pushing this for several years since | was 15. | have
been in several meetings with countless politicians.

In today’s world, | find 16 and 17-year-old persons more immature than ever. They are
computer and text based people who do not have the skill or the mental fortitude to engage in
adult activities. | find it disturbing that anyone would consider putting a 16 or 17-year-old
juvenile in a position to engage in fire fighting alongside season fire fighting veterans.

| don't think they have the maturity to understand and handle the severity of the fire. | think on a
training aspect it would be great to have them trained and ready for their 18th birthday but not
before.

people at 16 and 17 are still learning a lot and are still kids not adults and need time to learn
safely . How to be a firefighter takes a few years to get through some of the state courses and
do a lot of inhouse training and to get some experience before you let someone be a interior ff

Irresponsible

| believe have the training in a controlled environment is beneficial and allows them to build
skills and confidence when they turn 18. Lowering the age doesn’t address a large problem for
many organizations which is funding. Volunteers should have to spend countless hours fun
raising which by far outweighs running calls and training.

Maturity levels are not there. Volunteer officers are getting younger and younger with less and
less experience. There is limited manpower to effectively supervisor them.

No comment
Kids are way too immature at that age

Yes there is a need to bolster our numbers, however I'm not sure that a 16 or 17 year old
person truly understands the hazards, they look at, it is an exciting adventure/game rather than
a life or death task. Im not sure any age makes a difference the first time you enter a true fire in
a building or home, I'm just afraid that people that young will not take it seriously until
something bad happens inside.

Kids are way too immature at this age to perform interior operations Also, if a minor dies in an
interior fire, that is going to be a legal nightmare.

This legislation will lead to more LODD’s.
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| think allowing 16/17 year olds to participate in interior fire training is fine. The departments can
decide if they want to allow them to go interior on calls after that. Setting their own
requirements, ie: can do live fire training in a burn building or monitored setting at 16 yrs old
and at 17yrs old can go interior on calls.

They are not mature enough to see the death and destruction caused by a fire. Are we
prepared for a 16 yr old LODD? Will the feds pay out for a 16 tr old LODD?

Very tight training and experience guidelines would need to be developed, and a very clear,
documented process to allow parent/guardian to sign off in an informed manner.

most 16 and 17 olds are not ready to do this job, at times they find it difficult to do the jobs they
are allowed to do. you will only increase the number of young firefighter injured or worse

This will help keep kids interested in firefighting

Once these young volunteers go thru the training, their company officers would know who
exhibited the ability to do actually do the job. No fire company would want to put someone in a
situation above their ability.

I think this is a super proposal. The current law pretty much kicked the youth out of volunteer
fire departments. Volunteering is way more than playing video games and drugs.

Training in a controlled environment, yes. Uncontrolled, unpredictable environment, no.
They are too young to go interior

Youth of this age have enough going on in their lives to be subject to the additional life hazards
that interior emergency firefighting would expose them to.

Most 16 and 17 year olds are not mentally ready for interior forefighting operations

With my experience, | do not agree in letting 16&17 year olds participating in interior FF'ing. |
thought | knew it all at that age, most certainly not though.

It would give a temporary solution to the volunteer service. It would as well attract more
younger member to the service.

Setting them up for failure, we are setting catastrophic events in motion.
A great idea for training purposes a terrible idea in an emergency situation.
This would allow recruits to make another impact on the staff of the fire service.

| agree with allowing 16 & 17 year old attending and participating in Interior live fire organized
training but not actual incidents. The fire ground is a complex situation where no two incidents
are alike. With the lack of firefighters to perform the required tasks we don’t have the manpower
to oversee these young inexperienced personnel.

While | think it would be good to allow a 16 or 17 year olds chance to complete the interior
firefighter course, I'd be weary of putting them into actual fire conditions- especially at 16. In the
volunteer fire service, there is too much potential for someone at that age to respond without
other older/more experienced members.

My main concern is their maturity. At those ages they simply do not have enough life
experience to make sound decisions that in life and death situations. In addition it is more
important to ensure they finish high school so that they can set up for the rest of their life.

| think the state should draft a form for the parents permission so it ensures everything is
covered

widening the age gap to include younger responders is a disastrous idea. These members do
not yet possess the life skills and maturity to handle critical life and death decision-making
required as an interior firefighter. Coupled with the complete lack of training standards for
departments, officer standards, and department accountability, this concept is a recipe for
disaster.

There is no way someone of that age should be allowed. None at all this is a joke

| agree as long as said individuals pass within a specified percentage of the class. | also think
instructors opinion, within reason, on individuals work ethic and progress during training should
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be taken into account.

Interior firefighting training for kids 16 & 17 in a controlled environment (no acquired structures)
would be great as they would be ready when they turn 18. It would also help keep kids involved
and interested. However, 16 & 17 year old age are too young for the responsibility that comes
with being an interior firefighter.

My son is currently 17 looking toward a career in firefighting.l feel the appropriate guided
training would benefit not only him, but those also looking at the same career path. This training
would also boost the departments ability to promote the service as well as any live in or
potential live in programs.

My two sons started at a young age, they learned skills And respect from Great people.
Time for communities to HIRE trained firefighters.

With parental permission they should be permitted to participate in live fire training under close
supervision; however, should not be permitted for interior fire fighting in live situations until 18.

If this is based off of an intense parent Chief relationship and it is determined that the youth can
handle it I'd say go for it. Yes my generation was different and we did things that probably
should not have been done by law but at that age we were able to get the job done.

Under guidance | believe that this would encourage additional participation from the younger
generation

Live training is great

My main hesitation with this legislation is the decision-making capacity of teenagers. While this
could be a potential solution to the growing lack of volunteers, a 16/17 y/o child should not be
expected to enter a dangerous situation and perform adequately. Obviously this differs from
person to person, but seeing as the age of majority is 18, that is where the standard should
remain. | have no issue with a person receiving the training or certification prior to the age of
18, though. If they have completed the training, exams, practicals, etc., then they should be
certified immediately upon their 18th birthday and allowed to engage in interior firefighting. This
would allow teens to be prepared ahead of time for the job as well as train with their
departments before becoming an interior firefighter.

| believe allowing them to complete the training in a controlled environment will allow for them
to experience the challenges of firefighting but provide time to educate and nurture them into
Senior firemen. Support services and cleanup / overhaul operations should be allowed.

They need to complete their required education. High school before this is allowed to happen. |
would support this as long as they have a high school diploma

The challenge is managing minors at the station. More than one adult should be present at the
fire station when minors are present. Most departments don't have the extra staffing.

| believe that putting a minor in the middle of a life or death situation is simply insane when they
have nowhere near the required training and experience.

This is assuming way to much liability. They are too young.
| believe many 16/17 year olds have the ability and desire to proform interior fire attacks
| agree with and support this

I think it is good to let them do it for training. But not for actual emergency. Let them get their
feet wet in training and helping out around the station and fire ground. It is where they learn.

It's a band aid for a huge problem

| feel preparing 17 and 18 yo members is crucial, | don't believe they have the maturity and
decision making tools to be operating in a real situation. If they make an error will their parents
be responsible for their actions.

Per the Pennsylvania Fire and Emergency Services Institute, the number of volunteer
firefighters have dropped from 300,000 volunteers in the 1970's to roughly 38,000 volunteers as
of 2018. Allowing the state to drop the interior firefighting age to 17 is not only dangerous but a
neglect to the real problem at hand which has been going on since the decline starting in the
1970's. Every municipality in the commonwealth has the responsibility to provide adequate fire
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protection to its citizens. It's time the state steps in and moves the responsibility off the
municipality and up to the county level of government where a county has overall authority. The
point being a single county run fire department with the hiring of paid firefighters supplemented
with qualified volunteers.

These age groups still fall in the young adult category. They are still developing minds and
bodies. There are many tasks that are still above there leave of thinking or physical levels. We
have set standards for a lot of items in this state. We have still have driving restrictions on these
age groups, why? For the same reasons. | am also a father of a 15 year, | have served in the
fire service for 29 years soni have been around the block for a while and he is not ready to see
the thing or do the things | have done over the years. | truly believe this would be a mistake.

| think as long as you complete trainings and have parent permission you should be able to do
interior firefighting.

| believe they may be too young for interior firefighting in an actual emergency.

| am all for letting them train, however I think it would be extremely dangerous to allow them to
operate inside a real fire. There is to many unknown variables and my concern is at some times
(maybe daytime) the crews would be all 16 and 17 year olds without the guidance of an officer
or senior firefighter

16 and 17 year olds should be able to participate in interior training if they choose to follow the
emergency service pathway. Of course parents should have a say in their decisions. If a 16
year could attended fire school in Pennsylvania , then upon passing he should be able to fight
interior fires with the knowledge and training that he acquired to preform his job safely.

As an instructor of the entry level program it is my opinion that JR Firefighters are not mentally
nor physically ready to pertinence in interior operations.

Horrible idea... most 18 year olds don't even have the maturity

Leave it at 18 for interior firefighting at emergency calls. Let them take the training so when they
turn 18 they can fight interior fires at emergencies

They should be allowed if all training has been completed and mature enough to handle the
situations that they may encounter.

16 and 17 year olds should be learning to support operations per dept sop and sog
Have no issues with it as long they have completed and passed the FF1 program.
i think it should say with officer of fire department with them.

It would help the states issues with manpower greatly

Training is a controlled environment the fire ground is not. i joined as a 16 year old over 40
years a go. and i can tell myself and many of my peers lacked to discipline needed. though at
the time we did not believe that. there is a reason for rules and regulations we need to stick with
them.

Most of the 18-20 year olds that complete interior firefighting training lack the maturity and
decision making skills to be safe and effective interior firefighters.

Not for everyone, but the ones who show the ability to function and perform these jobs, then |
support it.

| recognize the decreasing number of volunteers but we shouldn't try to solve that problem by
putting children in life or death situations. Allowing them to train in a controlled environment so
they are ready when they turn 18 is fine.

Except in a very few exceptional cases, | do not feel that 16 & 17 year old students have the
maturity level to handle these types of emergency situations. They are just beginning to learn
what life is really about, let alone dealing with potential life and death situations like emergency
service personnel see on a daily basis. | say this with 42 years in emergency services, and 25
years as a State Fire Instructor as a background.

Supervised training is ok but letting minors in an uncontrolled, dangerous environment is not a
good idea.

Horrible idea

24 /61

1/14/2020 12:03 PM

1/14/2020 12:00 PM

1/14/2020 11:59 AM
1/14/2020 11:59 AM

1/14/2020 11:57 AM

1/14/2020 11:57 AM

1/14/2020 11:56 AM
1/14/2020 11:54 AM

1/14/2020 11:53 AM

1/14/2020 11:53 AM
1/14/2020 11:53 AM
1/14/2020 11:50 AM
1/14/2020 11:49 AM
1/14/2020 11:49 AM

1/14/2020 11:49 AM

1/14/2020 11:48 AM

1/14/2020 11:48 AM

1/14/2020 11:48 AM

1/14/2020 11:48 AM

1/14/2020 11:47 AM



417

418

419

420
421
422
423

424

425
426
427

428
429

430
431
432
433

16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

I think it's a terrible mistake as they are minors and not fully mentally developed as when you
are 18. This would put a huge liability on the department and municipality the individuals if any
harm would happen to them.

I'm a teacher in a high school. Maturity, as | observe it, develops rapidly and clearly over one
summer to the next. While | think even adults can be impulsive, the ability to stop and think is
far different in an 18 year old than is in a 16 year old. I'm aware older folks will day “well | did it.”
well I've been teaching since 92 and | think 16 year olds today, despite being exposed to more
stimuli, are less immature than predecessors

No reason to be exposed to the dangers of cancer and occupational hazards. Municipalities
should offer more incentives for adults for recruitment or retention. Or begin transition to a
career department. Why would we expose our children to these hazards just for some simple
excitement...

With the number of volunteers in decline any help is good help.
This is excellent please expedite the process. This will help recruitment at an excellent age
Too young and no experience before going interior

| believe that most individuals under the age of 20 we can even go 25 do not have the mental
capabilities or maturity to act in this capacity. As a Firefighter that started as a Junior at the age
of 15 and has acted in every role of the Fire Service including being a Fire Chief for over 8
years, | believe this is absolutely Absurd. | personally would not want too take accountability for
these youngsters while they are engaged in Interior Firefighting Activities. The Federal
Government doesn't even believe anyone under the age of 21 is capable of making the
decision to purchase Tobacco Products, and you think that we should give them the ability to
enter into IDLH environments with the ability to make Go/No Go decisions? | can't even put into
words of how ludicrous this idea is. If you want too fix the Fire Service in PA, make standards,
stick too them, and for the love of Christ mandate it too finally be a paid career choice not a
volunteer free for all. A Fulltime Paid County based system is going to be the only thing that
fixes the Fire Service. Stop living up to the status of being 30 years behind the times.....
because that is exactly what we are. And for the record, Im not some Old Head thats just
against the "new age of the fire Service" im 34 years old. The Commonwealth needs too get
their heads out of their rear ends.

At that age a youth should be concentrating on their education and the process of becoming an
adult not learning and maintaining the complex set of skills necessary to fight interior fires.
Putting a warm body on a fire apparatus does not a firefighter make although it might fool the
community. Organize fire service on a county/regional basis using combination departments to
address the staffing issue like much of the rest of the country does.

I think it is a great idea with the decrease in volunteers
All depends on maturity level

This is about the most stupid attempt and desperate attempt yet to save the volunteer service
that is not viable! Why not take away all training requirements, age limit to drink, age limit to
drive...why? Because it would be stupid!

They are not legal adults...

The state of Maryland has been doing it for years provided the member has successfully
completed and passed the required training of state certified Firefighter | and obtains all
certifications and training that allowed the person to be an active participating member of said
organization.

If trained properly this is a good idea
| fell like this is a fantastic idea and would help with the dwindling ranks of the fire service.
I think this will help with overall manpower problems in the state

In my opinion, training is essential and should be started early in a member's career. Actual
interior firefighting requires a level of maturity and training that a 16/17 year old may or may not
have. As a bill, | feel it would be irresponsible and unsafe to allow actual interior fire fighting
with the possibility of ‘unsupervised' entry/actions at this age. To recruit fire fighters, additional
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incentives to Act 172 need to be offered at the state, county or local level including additional
tax breaks or stipends.

They are too young and inexperienced to make rational decisions in those situations.

This is a great idea for future of fire service especially with the volunteer shortage crisis. Many
adolescents today do not stick around unfortunately because of the strict rules and not being
able to fully be trained until age of 18. With training occurring at the age of 18, a majority do not
have time to attend the Fire 1 certification class as they are going off to college at that age.
Whole heartedly agree with this.

I think it is a good idea
Too young

Being involved in the fire service in several states this makes sense for Pennsylvania. First start
by requiring firefighter | and Il and do away with the antiquated programs that exist. We are
doing our firefighters no favors by not mandating and supporting nationally recognized training.
For the record | was an EMT at seventeen and an active firefighter at sixteen in another state.

Although we need additional personnel, this is an inherently dangerous job. Even the most
mature 16-17 year olds | see (and as a trainer | see a lot of them) are not yet ready for interior
operations. There are even 18-20 year olds that are questionable. Allowing these younger folks
to perform interior operations will create safety concerns to themselves and all the fire fighters
inside. We have enough to worry about inside, and to not need to add babysitting 16-17 year
olds into this. We need more volunteers, but this is not the way to do it.

Fire school requires a lot of hours to complete. Currently someone under the age of 18 can not
do the actual burn portion of FF1. If they could complete the course while still under the age of
18 it would allow more young people to dedicate the time to actually getting certified. The
numbers would definitely improve

That is to young of an age

I do not feel it is a good idea for 16 and 17 year olds to participate in interior operations due to
the fact that they may not be mature enough to handle the tasks of an interior firefighter

As a father of 3 juniors who were exterior by the time they were 15, | support this. Department
proceedures would indicate at what point they make entry.

| think they should engage in training and be prepared for interior operations.

A 16 or 17-year-old child is not permitted to purchase a pack of cigarettes or purchase alcohol...
with or without parental consent.... it is absurd to think they should be allowed to go into an
atmosphere that is immediately dangerous to life and health. no... no... and NO!

While | realize every person is different | don't feel that the majority of 16 and 17 year-old
people are anywhere near mature enough to handle the chaos of interior firefighting. Allowing
this would do more harm than good.

16 and 17 year olds who want to step up to the challenges of firefighting should be allowed to
do so. However, liability should be on their Officer's and Instructors to hold them to a high
standard. Stop giving out study guides and allowing people to easily pass these tests. Making
testing easy creates soft firefighter's who aren't willing to put forth maximum effort. Let's make
the fire service great again by upholding our standards please.

This is a horrible idea.

16 & 17 year old firefighters need experience fire situations from the exterior before we allow
them to enter a building. There is a lot to do on the exterior and they need to understand
firefighting from a holistic point of view.

They are too young and should not be involved with interior operations.
Dangerous, as they are not mature enough and could get themselves and others killed.

| believe there is a time following the emergency response that they could enter a structure as
part of a crew and perform duties in the overhaul mopping up investigation phases

17 year olds that receive the proper training is one thing to take into consideration to possibly
allow more responsibility on the fire ground. 16 year olds have a great opportunity to get
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experience in many aspects of training and fire ground support. These young/new members
should focus on the basics and build a proper foundation that will help with the next step in their
fire fighting opportunity. Coming from a fire station that has done very well with membership
over the last couple of years the junior program has worked well to produce ready fire fighters
at 18 but we all have to remember that the maturity of a 16 and 17 year old needs to grow as
well as their fire fighting knowledge

The state needs to take real action instead of endangering teenagers. Time for county
emergency service systems and paid fire departments backed by tax dollars. The volunteer fire
service is dead. Pay people and have standards!!

I would be ok with allowing exterior operations for a minor

I think it's a great idea for kids to learn early the real experience of a fire, so they know what to
do in certain situations, such as not enough older members on the aperatus. Then you will get
the chance to go help put a fire out in the interior

This is a horrible idea!!!! You cannot put 16 and 17 yo in a situation like that!!!! Too many things
can go wrong and LODD with sky rocket!!! If you think letting 16 and 17 yo become interior FFs

is most irresponsible idea | have heard in a long time and the really sad part about this is that a
so called leader and or leaders came up with this horrible idea!!!!

Training only till 18.

In no way shape or form would a 16 or 17 year old have the mental faculties to effect good
decision making in a fire. What would the insurance impact be? This is overall a bad idea and
will not save the failing volunteer fire service in PA. Being a junior is an apprenticeship of sorts
and should be used to develop good decision making processes and not place children in that
position.

Too often students at that age do not have the physical attributes to perform interior operations
plus they do not have the maturity level. | believe making this change could lead to more
injuries and LODD on the fire ground.

I don’t think by that age enough critical thinking skills are available in order to be able to tackle
the extreme duties of interior firefighting. Kids can buy cigarettes till they are 21, but they can
breath and be exposed to these carcinogens ?

Absolutely not.

16 & 17 year-olds are still children. Sure, they may be able to do the work, but why risk it?
Raise the minimum age to at least 19, after a time when many kids have a bit more life
experience and will have more fire training, should they pursue this path. Do not put children at
risk. (Find another way to recruit adults!)

Absolutely not. Too many 18 yo who have no clue. The "modules" are inadequate to prepare
kids for the fire service.

| agree with the training portion but not with allowing them to enter a building in the event of an
emergency until they are 18.

Anything to cut the amount of hours need to get FF1

Coming up though the fire service and beginning at the age of 14, | don’t believe that the
modern fire environment is a place to let 16 & 17 year olds make judgement calls. Especially if
you are referring to places that are having staffing issues. That means there is more of a chasm
s to be in their own or without experienced supervision.

Under instruction through a training academy is fine. Operating on a actual emergency as
interior is not. The DOD doesn’t even allow those under 18 to serve in combat. You can train,
but not deploy.

Aside from violating child labor law? How about the unfortunate reality that most 16 & 17 year-
olds are still growing, physically and mentally. The possibilities of hazardous situations, loss of
life, legal and civil law ramifications. Whoever came up with this proposed bill is incredibly naive
and quite possibly not at all familiar with fire ground operations.

The Skills & Decision making are outside the scope of this age group.
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I have been in the fire service for 32 years and do not believe most but not all have the maturity
level to use a common sense and safety approach to live fire training and adds more to the
oversite of these individuals.

Training is very important and the younger you get them trained to do such the better the
success rate. Training is a controlled environment and very safe

Interior fire operations is possibly one of the most dangerous of job situations. Even at 18 they
are only allowed to begin learning interior operations. This is way too young

Stupid

This legislation frankly puts lives at risk! Because Fire Service Leadership, Municipal Leaders,
and the State have not been able to effectively address this mounting crisis we have now
chosen to put kids lives at risk! In the event that this legislation were to be adopted | am almost
certain you will experience an increase in LODD's.

| trained many a young fireman and actually trained my own son at age 14. It depends on their
dedication and wanting to learn. Many have gone on to become Officers and responsible
leaders in their own departments.

As an instructor, | see these children still learning to become adults and themselves. Children
have no business being in a fire and potentially being responsible for themselves.

Still will need company level restrictions on juniors going interior
When | started 14 yo could do it and then came child labor laws

If 16 & 17 olds are permitted to enter an actual emergency, then they must be part of a crew of
trained and experienced firefighters. What is the position and thoughts of the Insurance Industry
on this topic?

These People need to first become adults and gain skill and knowledge for life experience. Very
bad idea.

As a parent and a 1970's era firefighter we did with training and supervision

| don't believe this is to the best interest as for the answer to the overall issue concerning the
decrease in volunteerism in the state. The issue is from legislators failure to financially commit
proper funding equally to emergency services. Also their failure to install proper building
standards and sprinklers legislation

Shouldnt even be entertained

While the amount of individuals in the fire service is declining, supplementing it with minors may
not be the best decision. There would need to be a lot of mentoring and training for a 16 or 17
YO to engage in active fire emergencies. It could be done on a case by case basis depending
upon maturity. However, | feel that it is still a huge liability for a minor to participate in actual
firefighting emergencies where the environment is not controlled.

A great vocational way for people to get their careers started

We need this desperately in Pennsylvania. We currently send our younger members to
Maryland to get their certification.

Am not supportive of this unless it is coordinated properly, beginning with the proper training
and coordination at both the state and local instructor lead programs. Similar to other fire-
ground, emergency scene and training activities, this too requires the proper continuous
leadership, guidance and mentoring to ensure for the safety of all. In addition to parental sign-
off, maybe their should also be a standardized process for FD chief officers to sign-off also, to
ensure that new and inexperienced members haver the proper training and support to operate
safely in both training and scene operations.

Similar to high school programs and Dept of ED requirements. Just would not want it to hurt
existing CTE programs.

They are too young and immature to function properly in life and death situations. They also
don't understand or pay enough attention during training.

With sufficient training and maturity (maturity level determination by a FD officer), | see no
reason not to permit this. This will be a benefit to the Fire depts and the communities they
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serve.
Absolutely not

This is beyond insane. A 16 year old doing interior firefighting? They don't have the judgment or
brain development to handle these intense situations

These kids now a days are way to immature to handle that responsibility. It's life and death. Are
we going to allow 16-17 year olds to join the military or police?

The maturity level of the 16/17 year old junior FF is not sufficient to allow interior operations
during a live fire. Among other major issues is the simple fact that we do not have enough
trained, experienced firefighters at the scene to provide the guidance during these situations.
How dangerous does anyone think it will be when the two person team making entry to a
structure fire are a 16 and 17 year old? This is insane. If they pass such a bill, they had better
insure there is a sufficient amount of funds in the LODD program to purchase flags and provide
the death benefit.

This will help with the staffing issues we are all facing. | would support the legistlation.

Child labor laws are in place for legitimate reasons. Certain things need change but this is NOT
one of them!

| believe that Interior fire training is essential for 16 and 17 year old firefighters to keep their
interest leading up to age 18. | do not agree with allowing them to operate on the fireground in
an interior capacity. The fire service on Pennsylvania is too un-regulated to allow this to happen
safely, in my opinion. However, allowing them to train with live fire, hopefully multiple times,
before they reach age 18 will make a better firefighter.

While | believe they should have the training, | believe before they enter a building or
emergency like that, there should be a mandated 6 months of in house training completed as
well

16 & 17 year olds are children and have no business being exposed to dangerous and
hazardous environments. Children should not be exposed mentally or physically.

| feel we need to hook them while they are young and by the time they are 18 college starts and
once away we sometimes lose them, By allowing them to complete their training while still in
high school we can potentially keep them.

If trained properly such as state approved class | feel live fire activity would be beneficial. As for
actual emergencies post training only if accompanied along with a competent adut firefighter or
officer

Goes against established labor laws. Exposes minors to hazards and potential cancer agents
that they and their families may not understand, as even "us" veterans still may not (personal
experience: 27-ish years in PA volunteer fire service, multiple stations concurrently, plus paid at
US Steel for 10 yrs concurrently. AS and BS in fire science, multiple PA / ProBoard certs).
Allowing minors will not help the steady decline of volunteers. Frankly, | think it will promote
already poor leadership across the general PA fire service to place more people in dangerous
situations. Promotes undue nepotism, and filling spots just to fill spots. Potentially promotes
skipping school on the off chance of 'catching a job'. PA should instead focus on mandatory
certification and recertification levels, and downsizing into regional fire service options. | live in
Allegheny County; there are whole countries who do not have as many fire departments as we
have. More does not equal better, and - in my opinion - depletes the amount of quality
responders on any given call because Company A doesn't like Company C, but you can't call
Company B without calling Company D. Work on incentives (college, trade school, taxes),
promote safety, and have realistic expectations of current and future members. The face of
volunteers is changing, and they either will or won't regardless of age. Regional paid, paid-on-
call, or combo stations are needed. Unavoidable truth.

It's not the fix that is needed for the service delivery, but it's better than no progress at all.

There are school programs that allow students to receive the training. Why not open it to
everyone.

Too young. Maturity level not built up yet. Increase funding to creat more professional career
paths.

29/61

1/14/2020 10:16 AM
1/14/2020 10:16 AM

1/14/2020 10:13 AM

1/14/2020 10:13 AM

1/14/2020 10:12 AM
1/14/2020 10:11 AM

1/14/2020 10:10 AM

1/14/2020 10:10 AM

1/14/2020 10:10 AM

1/14/2020 10:10 AM

1/14/2020 10:10 AM

1/14/2020 10:09 AM

1/14/2020 10:09 AM
1/14/2020 10:08 AM

1/14/2020 10:07 AM



507

508

509

510

511

512

513

514

515
516
517

518

519

520

521

522

523
524

16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

I understand the need for additional firefighters, but I'm not sure this is the way. Even the
military starts at 18. | know some 16 and 17 year olds are ahead in their development. Maybe
some modification that would allow it on a case by case basis might work, but as a general
reduction in requirements I'm not sure they are ready for this. The real problem is the
expectations of the fire service are becoming greater, to the point where it is difficult to satisfy
those requirements with volunteers. Multiple wage earners and other opportunities have
created a competition for time that is not benefiting the fire service.

Teaching and training is imperative. Young fire fighters should be taught as much as they can
handle. When they turn 18 college/career get into the way of training.

Training should be allowed because it is a controlled environment and actively engages our
junior members. Allowing them to participate in actual emergencies is a high risk to themselves
and their crew. In my opinion, most junior members continue on the volunteer path so this does
not help to combat the decreasing numbers.

I almost feel like legislators have no clue what to do. This will not increase the roles in a
meaningful way. This will increase supervision, workload, injuries, and possibly FF fatalities. We
need educated, athletic, and motivated adults to perform complex tasks. Minors are given a
taste of a future career or calling. We are charged to protect and teach them along their short
journey. Address the reality of a blossoming career-volunteer transitioning era. Support the
committed volunteers we have, accept the slowing of new recruits, and provide a legal means
for local areas to form regional fire districts so they can handle the daytime responses and
utilize the volunteers they can muster together in a new and stronger agency.

They are not mature enough to complete interior tasks nor is the majority of leadership to guide
them safely.

16 year old do not possess the mental capacity to deal with the traumas and emergencies seen
by public service workers. You wouldn'’t let them be police officers, so why fire and EMS? We
see the same people and the mental health crisis in people over 21 is horrific, why start them
younger?

Completely understand the need for more volunteers but 16 & 17 year olds are not yet mature
enough to perform these duties. This change would increase the liability for local fire
departments.

Children shouldn’t be placed in situations where their lives are at stake. This legislation would
be absolutely ridiculous. Imagine if a minor was killed in the line of duty! Absolutely not.

ABSOLUTELY, the key to this is proper training.
| don't believe that 16 & 17 year olds have the focus needed to be an interior firefighter.

Too young- too immature- need to be able to keep adrenaline in check during those situation.
We need to RETAIN what FF we get in. They should be focused on school not FF at 16/17

This legislation i about the stupidest lack of thought | have ever ran across in my 42 years in
this business. | will be extremely vocal in my opposition.

| think getting them trained is ok but this is to young. Since this follows the child labor law, which
I think may be a federal issue, are we able to lower the age.

| feel that they should be aloud to attend the training and once complete be permitted with the
approval ood their Fire Chief. Some may not be mature enough at that age and need to take a
little more time. But at least when the time comes they already have thre certification.

Not only is that a huge responsibility for the 16 & 17 years olds but it is a huge responsibility for
Chief officers to be responsible for these young people on an active fife ground. Lowering the
age of participation in active suppression operations is not the solution to the problem.

This would defiantly enhance our staffing. | would say that they should be with a senior type
firefighter during this type of operation

| believe it should be permissible at the discretion of the chief, and or training or safety officer.

We are going the wrong way with this proposal. 16-17 y/o are not mature enough to be doing a
vital operation as interior firefighters. If we want to go this way we first need to address a more
important root which is the officer portion. We need strong leaders with min. training
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requirements at officers before we can put our next generation of firefighters at risk. By doing
this proposal we are only going to make the issue at hand worse instead of improving it.

| believe that allowing 16 and 17 year olds the opportunity to train under a controlled
environment makes sense to prepare them for active service. At this age they are not burdened
by many of the issues that prevent adults the time to commit. However, | do not believe that
they have the life experience or maturity to perform interior operations at an emergency scene.
We already know that most departments are running with minimal manpower and even many of
the line officers in Volunteer dept lack the true knowledge needed. | can't imagine how tragic it
would be if we had to attend the funeral of one of these young people just because the fire
service leadership, municipal, county, and state officials want to put a bandaid on a problem
that is easily fixable if we open our minds. State laws need to change to fix this problem at the
county levels!!!

These are kids. We should not subject them to the dangers to save municipality money. Would
we let them be police officers?

| think with the state training along with Fire Department training and requirements, should the
16 and 17 year old be allowed to perform interior fire fighting.

The maturity level and critical thinking skills in IDLH situations. This is Ill thought out and should
no be moved forward.

Body is not developed enough or strong enough to complete and perform firefighting duties.

This is dangerous. While | feel it is good to have 16 and 17 year olds in a training and support
role in the volunteer fire service, they are not mature enough to operate as interior structural
firefighters. This would put them directly in harm's way in a life threatening work environment.
This would set a very dangerous precedent. There is a reason that we have child labor laws as
children were sent to work in the coal mines in PA and some were maimed and killed. Don't let
history repeat itself with the fire service.

As a firefighter who grew up long ago, we learned at an early age what needed to be done on
the fire grounds. With the proper training, guidance and supervision they could and will be a
valuable asset on the fire grounds

| do not feel that persons of that age level would be mature enough to adequately handle the
pressure of entering dangerous conditions that would be encountered. | am not in favor of this
legislation.

Two issues here. First, our child labor laws will have to be amended. Second, | have concerns
about the mental maturity of 16 & 17 year olds dealing with dangerous and stressful situations
and their ability to cope with gruesome incidents.

Training is ok No interior fire fighting until age 18

| think this is a brilliant idea, and something that should have been looked at years ago.
Training younger firefighter to interior fire fight should be done even if they still need to be 18 to
respond and perform in an emergency. If anything so they are prepared to do the job when they
do turn 18.

This would greatly help our training program

As with all firefighters the ability to be an interior firefighter is not always based on age, but
ability and maturity. | know some 25 year old firefighters who have limited ability to be an
interior firefighter, but some 16 year old firefighters who might be better suited for that role.

With over 30 years of experience. | find 18 year old should be a minimum

some kids that age are not mature enough, younger firefighters are not he answer, money for
adequately trained and equipped staffing is the answer, this is the equivalent of lowering the
age of potential wartime draft candidates just to fill voids left in the military, doomed to fail...

The state needs to fund departments and members

| believe the training should be no problem as long as it is with state certified instructors. Interior
firefighting can be tricky. | believe some stipulation such as they must be with a second
firefighter over 18 years old. | don't believe two sixteen year olds should be going interior
together. When | came up through the ranks our department had such a policy. That was a long
time ago. But, it did work and we never had any injuries cause if it.
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They are too young. Even if they go through the training, they will be gun ho and not follow
instructions from that senior level firefighters.

| believe the shortage of volunteers in the fire service is a real issue, but | think the liability of
sending a 16 or 17 year old into a hazardous situation is too great. | do think they should be
able to do the training and be ready immediately for when they turn 18 years old.

| believe the training would be fine but the Maturity level on an interior fire emergency is not the
right direction

| believe that allowing them to progress through the classes would keep them interested and
give them goals to work towards. | also feel that this would allow for them to move directly into
the firefighting ranks when they turn 18.

This is not the answer to attempt to bandaid a rapidly declining volunteer base. The “junior”
experience gained by young volunteers (14-17) is crucial before allowing them to enter a live
burning building at the age of 18.

In over 10 years of FF'ing both career and volunteer, the two years of being a JR firefighter
definitely improved maturity and knowledge of the 16 & 17 year old. It is a professional service
and we can not commit already thin resources on watching or protecting a 16 or 17 year old
inside a building. Interior members need to be capable, experienced, and Able to operate
without being micromanaged or watched.

Insurance liability and they are still kids, thus not might be able to make sound decisions for
themselves should an emergency such as a flashover occur inside a structure during a fire.

| think that new young firefighters should get some time and experience with fire fighting and
fire behavior before being put in a potential life or death situation. Too much risk involved. |
would fear a NEW firefighter would have "tunnel vision" due to lack of experience.

Given the realities of the hazards firefighters face in a 'routine’ structure or vehicle fire having
minors involved in interior suppression activities exposes them to risks that should only be
taken as a consenting adults. Furthermore, if a company is reliant on 16-17 year olds to
respond, what level of supervision and training is going to be available to preclude needless
risk?

Attending firematic trainings and exterior operations are appropriate for 16-17 year olds. They
can still provide a function at the fire scene in a lower risk position, to free up more personnel
for the fire attack.

N/A

My 18 year old son is a volunteer firefighter in PA. It has been his dream since he was little to
be a firefighter. | know at 16 he was ready to fight interior fires. It was a waste of much needed
manpower to make him stay outside just because of his age.

A NFPA FF 1 certified firefighter works under direct supervision of a officer. Shouldn't matter if
they are 16 or 55 years old

| believe with proper training and leadership that most 16 and 17 year olds are capable of
handling these duties.

Let them learn the basics and then see it actually done on the f/g is what is needed

On question # 2 it could be Yes - if the individual is mature - | have seen some 16 year olds that
are very mature but then on the other hand there are those who are not and think it's fun and
games. | think the Fire Chief and Line Officers who know the young folks in their departments
should be the ones to make the call - as not all of the young folks will be qualified even if they
have taken the training.

I do not believe 16 and 17 year old kids posses the maturity and critical thinking skills needed to
function inside of a structure. | am a 24 year old firefighter who is in charge of training 14-18
year olds and have been doing so for 3 years. My experience has formed my opinion on this
matter.

Na

Desperate times call for desperate measures, recruiting children to do the work of adults is
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ridiculous. If volunteers don't exist anymore, it's probably economic. Find a way to pay for
professional services, there’s no volunteer police officers.

A change in legislation would give response organizations the ability to allow 16 and 17 year
olds to perform these duties while still giving them the control of not allowing those they feel are
not ready.

They are to young. They have to have the knowledge. They need to learn about the fire service
and how their department operates.

It will help recruit and retain younger members

Allowing a child to enter an ODLH is ridiculous. Focus on regionalizing, hiring career staff, and
closing down volunteer companies that can’t get out.

The maturity level is not there. There are huge gaps of personal experience and maturity in the
fire service. You have line officers and chief officers who have only five years in the service and
no heavy interior FF experience. Who is there to mentor the juniors, these immature officers
who are not even seasoned and grounded by life's demands and responsibilities.

16 and 17 year olds generally do not have the emotional maturity needed for interior fire
operations

This should definitely be on a case by case basis, with input provided by all stakeholders:
parents, training officials, local fire chief, and possibly school representatives. While the same is
true of 18+ year olds, not all 16-17 year olds are ready or capable of interior operations. | feel
strongly that more input is needed than a parents permission. Suppression Instructors will bear
a heavy burden when deciding whether or not a 16-17 year old has passed their entry level
firefighting course, thus providing the pathway to interior operations while under 18.

The 16 and 17 year olds which | have observed in my department and others do not have the
emotional maturity to safely handle themselves as an interior firefighter in a chaotic structure
fire where seconds are of the essence.

It is extremely dangerous and inappropriate to have a 16 year old operating in the capacity of
an interior firefighter. There is the issue of maturity and also the mental aspect of what
firefighters are exposed to. PTSD is a very real thing in firefighters and exposing a developing
adolescent mind to that can have very real consequences. There is a very real issue with fire
staffing in Pennsylvania but this is not a real solution.

| think they should be permitted to get the training. Lowering the age bracket is not the way to
fix a broken system in Pennsylvania.

This is an outrageously horrible idea. It's an extremely dangerous job, and kids this age , not
even out of high school, are not mature enough for the perils that await inside the buildings.
Then, you'll have other members distracted from actual firefighting to babysit the kids. This is
100% wrong, and not a way to “increase” the interior ff numbers.

to risky the minors or not mentally mature enough to make the decisions need inside an
emergency

I've been a volunteer firefighter for the past 36 years. | see these young Jr. Firefighters wanting
to learn and participate. When you restrict them, some lose interest and walk away. There is no
reason, | see that they could not participate in interior firefighting activities. | believe it should be
left up to the parents and the fire department to decide if the young firefighter should
participate. Generally the parent is a member of the department anyway. This legislation is long
overdue. | support it completely. Assistant Fire Chief and Dallas Township Police Chief Doug
Higgins

Firefighting is a great, lucrative profession. Find people with families to be fire fighters. This job
could really lift some people. Adults need this job for their families. Lastly, When is a high
school junior going to have time to fire fight?

| think this sets a dangerous , desperate, reckless attempt to fix a problem
| believe, with training, 16 and 17 year olds will be able to go interior

As a 21 year veteran of fire service in PA and MD. | can attest that 16/17 year olds do not
possess the cognitive ability to perform safely and efficiently. The fire service loses experienced
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and veteran FF's in LODD too much. This will increase the risk and liability. Do a proper
risk/benefit analysis. This is fire science 101 at HACC.

| am a parent and a firefighter. This is insanity expecting children to function as adults.

In years gone by youth of that age, with appropriate training, have served as interior firefighters
in other communities (that is the age | started). It also may be a judgement call by the
department whether the youth meets maturity targets.

May 16 and 17 year olds are very interested in being firefighters but if held back from
continuing their training and actually being able to participate in actual firefighting operations
may get discouraged and look elsewhere for something to do.

Too young and not mature enough to handle tough interior operations.

This can be a way of keeping interest in new recruits however it should be on a case by case
basis

| think that if you are 16 and 17 and you feel like you are comfortable going into a real
emergency situation, | think you should be aloud too. | don't think two years dictates you for
waiting until you turn 18 to respond and fully help out on an emergency call. Weather you are
16 or 18 if you need more training and your not ready then you should wait until you are
comfortable becoming an interior firefighter. | think the volunteer rate could increase because
fire departments would see less “junior firefighters” and more interior firefighters who actually
want to learn and be qualified for interior work. That's just my opinion on the matter. Thank you.

Their brains are not fully formed at that age. Firefighting is too dangerous.

My main concern with 16-17 year old firefighters engaging in interior firefighting is their maturity
level. Will they be able to make decisions in order to keep themselves safe? Will they be able to
make decisions that could affect the outcome of a victim and then live with that decision? | feel
that it is a lot to ask of a young firefighter.

You have to be 21 to buy snuff but can go serve your county and die at 18. And now die in a
house fire at the small age of 16, but god forbid they would have tobacco. What a fucking joke.

Training with a level of appropriate supervision allows for learning and gaining some
fundamental experience. This does not translate into proficiency in field operations for interior
firefighting. This is evident even with those who complete a program and become novice
interior firefighters who are of legal age. Are departments willing to take on the liability for injury
or worst? There is no plan to manage youthful exuberance which negates for most the ability to
act with situational awareness and proceed systematically in interior operations.

Ok

| support 16 and 17 year olds to actively train in interior operations. | however sway back and
forth on that deduction as a chief officer. Anyone who joins the volunteer service has a passion
somewhere but may not be 100% cut out for the interior firefighter roll as there is many factors.
Hence why | strongly agree and support the interior fire training to the 16 and 17 year olds to
test limits and see their reactions and outcome for “real life” scenarios

While instructing youth of this age in other classes, | have found that most (not all) are only at
the training because it's "cool". | don't feel their mental ability to think quickly on their feet is
developed to the point where they should be put into an ILDH environment. We kill enough
firefighers in PA without adding another element. If there was a way to distinguish who could
enter that ILDH environment, | would support, but the blanket 16 & 17 year olds.......... no.

Fine to get training, but not live fire until they are 18.

Yes 16 and 17 year olds shod be able to participate in interior training. | feel it is still too young
to allow them to perform interior duties under emergency situations. Until the State MANDATES
a minimum certification for all responders to meet and follow.

Forty-nine years of volunteer experience, including 20+ as a career firefighter, held Chief
positions, PA fire instructor - this should be rejected with a capital R!

At this age | do not feel that they have the mindset needed to bbn perform the job that they are
being asked.

Jr firemen want to to firemen things. Having to wait years before being allowed to do anything
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may push them away.

It's all on how you're trained and how you're department trains you. If properly trained right 16
and 17 year olds would be a great addition to interior firefighting in Pennsylvania.

Those of this age should have to mandatorily complete FF1 before being allowed to engage in
response activities.

Too young. No life experience to handle live fire situations.

I am in favor, because by this time the junior is familiar with what he or she is getting into
Training at 16 and 17 prepares them for what they will face once they're a little older

| agree this is a good step to help in increasing volunteers.

We are “fast tracking” enough goofs into our fire service as is. Half the folks who passed “the
modules” still have no clue how to operate on the fireground. Instructor quality is at an all time
low.

No a solution, but not a bad idea.

I think it's dangerous. It's asking for trouble to allow a minor to get in to a situation that could
have them end up separated and disoriented, or a myriad of other issues where they would end
up by themselves and having to make judgment calls that even firefighters with years of
experience would have difficulty making.

16 & 17 year olds are not mature enough to be making the decision to go into a real life burning
structure. Why you want to risk a "childs" life by putting them in an environment where the
slightest wrong decision or action could end in death.

ONLY once EL14 has been completed and ONLY as a crew member under the direct
supervision of a firefighter 21+

| support the interior firefighting training for 16 and 17 year olds, however, | do not believe that a
16 or 17 year old lacks the maturity to handle actual interior firefighting in an emergency
situation.

Too young and too immature. Speaking from experience as a State Fire Instructor.

Most 16 and 17 year olds will not pay attention long enough to follow lead from senior
firefighters

Job is to dangerous for kids who don’t have the time to attend the training required to learn the
ins and outs of how to safely operate on an emergency scene

While still dangerous, | believe training under qualified instructors can keep our youths engaged
and prepare them for interior operations once they turn 18. We don't allow those under 21 to
drive fire apparatus or under 18 become EMTs, and | don't believe the 18 year age requirement
for interior operations is a turn off today. | don't believe that by lowering the standards you will
increase recruiting. There are many depts that have successful junior ff programs today. |
believe this proposed changes increases our risks with little to no proven benefit to the
recruiting problem we face.

Contrary to Child Labor Laws,
i think as long as you have the correct training that you should be able to take these classes

This is ridiculous! | 100% agree with the training aspect, however in no way do | agree with a
minor engaging in actual firefighting. They are not mature enough to handle the demands of the
job!

| would be in favor of allowing a 17 to complete interior level training so he is prepared and
qualified for turning 18.

16 or 17 year old children are not the answer to the lack of volunteers. Consolidation and
adding manpower properly trained and paid is the only answer. Since 9/11 the government has
closed its eyes to this problem. | don'’t see it getting fixed by using child labor.

This is a job where people die and civilians die. We do not need to expose 16-17 year old
children to this mental trauma. Its bad enough we had adults with PSTD from being first
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responders, let's not add kids to that list. Secondly, majority, not all, but the majority do not have
the fire fighting experience by age 16 to be put in roles to make life or death decisions at the
snap of a finger. This is not the solution to the problem. This is only creating more problems.

| agree with the training, all training is good, but | don’t think letting 16/17 year olds go interior is
a good idea. Let them do the training up to the burn that way when they turn 18 they need just
the structural burn and they are done

Would liability and worker’s compensation insurance companies cover 16 & 17 year old
persons preforming interior live fire operations ????

| support the training as it is supervised and in somewhat controlled environment. However:not
all 16 and 17 year old firefighters will have sufficient experience to immediately be on an interior
arrack line. If they are with an experienced senior firefighters that would be ok, but as a state
instructor and driver/operator in a Department with very low daytime manpower, | would be
concerned with 2- 16 year olds taking a line by themselves into an active fire.

With proper training and supervision this program could be extremely successful In providing
additional manpower as well as provide a career path for our youth

Too young to be exposed to this

Being in the fire service for over 40 years there is just too many unknowns conditions change to
rapidly now. At 16 and 17 | think they would still be overly aggressive in pushing forward withan
interior attack

Training Only
Training yes (under strict conditions). Actual interior ops? HELL NO

| know that the numbers in PA for volunteers are getting smaller and smaller, but this is NOT
the option that we should take to try and boost numbers. These are still technically children and
do not have that much experience on a fire ground by the age of 16-17. Child labor laws are still
in effect on these kids also. You would have to think that they already can not do certain tasks
like run a chain saw or use other powered equipment on a fire ground. That would be a topic
that would have to pass through the bureau of labor. Lastly, interior operations is a dangerous
operation and this should NOT be done by anyone under the age of 18 and without the proper
training. These children are not the solution that we are looking for to try and get more numbers
in this state. If something were to happens and one of them were to get killed, the lawsuits
would be horrendous with not only the department but the state for allowing this.

Understanding the need to increase the amount of volunteer firefighters in PA is one thing,
allowing CHILDREN to enter a hostile and deadly environment as a burning building is utterly
insane! They have no concept of the dangers that they will face or what they may see and
experience in a stressful situation. They are barely allowed to drive a vehicle at that age and
now you want to let them run into a burning building with minimal experience, both training and
real life, and expect them to come out unscathed? Seasoned veteran firefighters are subject to
PTSD from some of the things they have witnessed. Do you really think this is a good idea to
have these CHILDREN experience the same things? Honestly, this is the most ridiculous thing |
have heard come from the Commonwealth. If you want to increase the number of volunteer
firefighters, here are a couple of ideas: Give incentives like tax breaks, working with businesses
to allow their employees that are volunteer firefighters to leave work for an actual fire or severe
accident without losing any pay for the time they are gone, special health and life insurance,
just to name a few. The politicians need to listen to the firefighters and see exactly what we
would want or need instead of trying to appease us with a tax one time tax refund of $1000 and
not do anything else. Yeas, | agree that we need to bring in a younger generation into the
service, but with limitations until they are of aged and have some field experience. | feel you
would be doing more harm than good. Plus, you are opening the possibility that these
CHILDREN will get their training and experience as a volunteer then get hired by a career
department either in or outside PA. Wake up! These are band-aid fixes for a major trauma. The
PA volunteer fire service is bleeding out. Band-aids will not help. We need a permanent
solution, one that we can be proud of and lead the rest of the country into a better standing with
the volunteers. In the long run, it will save taxpayers money and increase the faith in our local,
state and federal government.

Minors are classified minors for a reason. They are not mature or experienced enough to take
on certain jobs. Use the military as an example or would you want an 18 yo police officer
assisting you at a serious crime? | served as a 16yo junior FF. | understood why | had to wait to
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be an interior FF. | served as a fire chief and realized that nobody wants to tell a family that their
minor son or daughter was injured or killed acting as a firefighter. As a parent, | would not sign
a paper allowing my minor child be an interior firefighter. There is a problem with volunteer
recruitment in the PA fire service. But there are many other ideas to be presented and tried to
help staff fire departments before using minors.

Children are not the answer to the shortage of interior qualified firefighters. It not only places
them at risk but those that go in with them.

The maturity and mindset of kids of this age are not ready to make the necessary decisions that
are required to engage in such dangerous activities.

It's too dangerous for a child to become a firefighter. They don’t have the mental wherewithal at
16-17 to be able to work proficiently as a firefighter.

| believe at 16 they should have a year of exterior before becoming interior. | also believe that
interior at a younger age should come with approval from state certified trainers and chiefs. Not
everyone would be ready at that age.

Firefighting is a dangerous profession with immediate and long-term risks. These kids should
be encouraged to finish their education before training to be a firefighter.

It is my professional opinion; 16 and 17-year-olds are not mature enough to go and do interior
fire fighting.

Exterior assistance can be more easily controlled and monitored. Interior -Consider this
common scenario in a rural PA volunteer dept. Minimal staffing of a driver and one 16 y/o is
responding an engine in hopes others will show up at the scene. They are first on scene of an
involved structure with entrapment. The driver will likely stay with the rig and the child will likely
run in because he/she has seen others in the department do it before. We all know of horror
stories of responses like this and the majority of the time it all ends well. However, in the heat of
the moment, adding a child to the mix of interior firefighting is not wise. Yes, we need
volunteers but we need children to grow up first. The vast majority of 16 and 17 y/o have an
immature decision/experience base to pull from and in an emergency are more likely to falter. In
a situation with less than adequate staffing, the child will have no leader to help them through.
Even with strict guidelines, you will see low staffed departments hang their hat on ..... the age is
16 in the books so we are good to go.... without due consideration of the increased risk of a
child inside a building. They should be allowed to train and assist with exterior fire operations.
Especially SCBA use. Interior operations training as a beginning at that age but not be
sanctioned for emergencies until 18.

Need to grab the interest of the Jr Firefighters before other interests take them away from the
service.

The Army won't take them that young - they must have good data to support their decisions,
therefore the fire service should not allow children that young in burning buildings.

| think it is Ok to provide the training to the kids but the emotional maturity is not there at that
point.

That is too young to be responsible for your own life inside a fire, let alone responsible for the
lives of your crew also.

I think it is a great idea
| know quite a few 16-17 year olds | would feel comfortable taking into a house fire.

TO YOUNG! From someone who started their fire service journey at 16 and now in my 30th
year in the fire service, | was almost killed in a structure fire at 16 because | was allowed to do
things that | had no business doing. KIDS do not have the mental capacity to fully recognize the
gravity of the situations they are. | wish | could take back some of the things | saw at that age.
In some ways | think | lost my childhood. BAD IDEA.

17 yo with parental approval and chief officer (FO 2, certified) approval

| believe there is a lot of liability at this age. | believe that you should be able to take the
classes. But think you need to wait till you are 18 to go interior.

Come up with anything to hold on to Volunteerism. Hitler's army unlisted youth in combat
positions in the end also.
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This will ultimately increase the amount of line of duty deaths. Maturation is important in the
decision making process and this can not always be made up in training.

| support allowing 16 & 17 year olds to finish their interior firefighting training so that they don’t
have to later come back and do additional training and deal with the difficulty of scheduling it,
but | think we should still require them to be 18 before entering live fire situations in actual
emergencies.

Great idea for those that are fully trained.
As a 30 year fire officer who started at 15 it's not place they should be operating

This is a grossly unsafe proposal that seeks to put a band aid on a problem with a solution that
is ridiculous. It is just another way to get the local and state governments off the hook with a
“free” solution that is bad for the responder and bad for the public.

In a controlled environment the interior FF would be a great tool so the 16/17 Y/O would get the
feel for what goes on inside and would also support the need for outside work such as ladders,
hose line management, accountability, etc. In waiting then a year of two they would have that
better understanding.

Maturity and situational awareness need to be developed just entirely too young.
It's a reasonable age

Live fire training in a controlled environment | can get on board with. Interior firefighting at a real
incident is a different story. While some 16 and 17 year olds might be perfectly capable, there
are others who are not.

| really think its good for the youth to get involved and to train at a young age but myself would
not want someone that young in a burning structure. There are so many things that could
happen which we know this and we cant be hurting are kids. Is the maturity level there also? |
dealt with 20 yearolds that act bad enough.

Training is ok because the instructors have “control”. It also keeps those 16-17 yr olds
interested in sticking around for when they are eligible. We have restricted their duties so much
over the years that they lose interest before they’re able to fight fire for real

Maybe it's time to have careeer firefighters and stop being cheap child labor is not the answer

This is just asking for trouble. Some adults get worked up. A 16,17 year old would just increase
that

Training is controlled and safety is maintained and controlled. Have them ready by the time
they turn 18 is fine. | would never let a kid enter in emergency

We have child labor laws for a reason. 16 & 17 year olds aren't mature enough to make logical
decisions in a life and death situation they may encounter doing interior structure work.

Should be handled on a case by case basis according to the maturity of the individual. Also a
mandate that the individual must remain in school to graduate or be enrolled in a GED program.

When | was 16 and 17 Years old | was not mature enough to make life changing decisions that
could cause harm to them or their team, |IE: Backing up a hose man and staying instead of
running in fear, happens. have the knowledge of how to test the floor for weakness, the strength
to pull a victim or fellow fire fighter out. Just think they aren't mature enough.

The majority of kids today do not seem to have the maturity and common sense background to
engage in these hazardous activity at the age of 16 or 17.

When | was a junior member this would have been awesome.. but as | matured | see this as not
a good idea. Training in a controlled environment yes. But real world | am sorry that extra
training leading up to turning 18 would help..

They are too young and are going to get themselves or someone else hurt.

These are children. As a professional fire fighter, | find that even adults at the age of 18 lack the
maturity and life experience to effectively manage being a firefighter. If you can’t buy cigarettes
or alcohol at age 16/17 then you shouldn’t be able to do this either
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Pass fire sprinkler legislation for all new construction including all new and majorly renovated
houses!

Why not, 16 & 17 yesr olds can do just about anything else with there parents permission, they
can practice as an emt under supervision, so why not let then fight fire with the appropriate
supervision and training. If not ya might as well make em wait until they are 21 like they have to
for everything else

Too young will put others at risk

Training is everything ! The more the better. Including providing teal world experience under
supervision.

They need to be trained and allowed to do so, before all interest is lost

This age is far to young for this level of life and death work. We struggle with even having 19
year olds perform duties to this level.

That's a horrible idea and a way to get these kids killed!

Start the training, But 16/17 yrs "I" would not be comfortable have my 6 [back] with interior
attack . Note anyone new the service needs to be trained and have some experience before
being going interior It is a whole different world going interior This is my personal opinion. The
biggest thing is the Safety of everyone

As long as the individual has completed essentials and the burn session that goes with that |
think it would be up to the chief of the Company or Department to make the decision.

| grew up around the fire service, started as a junior at the age of 14 years old and could not
wait until the age of 18 to be allowed by state law to fight fire, | thought | knew what | was doing,
key word being thought. | would certainly agree with allowing of more fire ground activities for
16 year olds and amending for that age group. In addition allowing 17 year old persons to be
gualified for interior firefighting, which to me is still pushing the limit. It comes down to is the
individual mature enough and will parents seriously consider the dangers before signing off.

16 and 17 year olds are not mature enough to engage in these types of operations and are not
physically or mentally developed enough.

This is absolutely atrocious and ridiculous. You guys need to face the true issue of over
saturation of resources and lack of requirements at the state level for firefighting. Furthermore
take some time to improve delivery of training by joining the rest of the world in 2020 with online
education. If one can complete a masters online you can finish fire one online or any of our
education curriculums. Problem is most firefighters lack critical thinking skills now you expect
teenagers to have that more so or equivalent to some one of legal age? Do us all a favor look
at the niosh report on that 18 year old LT who was killed in a fire and squash this nonsense and
attempt a actual solution. Not to mention idk if you have been in a high school to recruit lately
but if it can’t get them Instagram famous or Facebook famous they aren’t interested, they being
teens.

Maryland does
Unacceptable

| do not feel 16 and 17 year old are physically capable of performing the jobs of an interior
firefighter. Allowing these young men and women to perform this job will have adverse negative
affects on their safety and others they work with. Lowering standards to raise the active
percentage does not fix the problem

That's dangerous, and not a good idea.
Do it

| have been a volunteer firefighter and chief officer in Pennsylvania for over 40 years. This is
NOT a safe or workable solution to address the lack of volunteer firefighters.

| think a person should be able to attend the training at 16 and actual interior firefighting at 17

With the proper training and supervision | think this is a step in the right direction. We need to
get the required training completed in these younger people. They are our future.

Too young
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It is a huge and absolute mistake to allow this. There is not way they can be mentally ready. |
believe they should be able to do exterior ops only

| dont think 16&17 year olds are mature enough to engage in these activites. There may be
unique situations where they could be. It would be too dangerous to depend on most of these
juveniles to act accordingly. Non the less the parents are not responsible enough to make a
responsible decision. The parents nor the children are responsible enough to accept their
actions. If this passed it will certainly cause lives.

Just too immature

Maturity is something that comes in time. At 16 & 17 years old, maturity has not developed
enough to understand the environment they are in (IDLH). A 16 & 17 year does not have the life
experience to navigate through do or die scenarios. Absolutely not!

Could help bring up the numbers in the declining numbers
| think it would be good for young people to learn young

| don’t personally feel that kids below the age of 18 can make the appropriate decisions in a
highly stressful environment

This is unconscionable to consider allowing minors to preform these functions.

Although | was occasionally working interior as a 14 & 15 year old in 1971 & 72 | would be
concerned with anyone under 18 working interior.

Training is one thing, emergencies are another. 1403 burns are a very controlled environment
and | think juniors could benefit from the experience. Real emergencies require critical thinking
skills which | never had as a junior firefighter. This is not the answer to the volunteer crisis.
Juniors would be a liability inside a burning structure.

| support allowing them to get the training and instruction in a controlled environment and to be
able to gain some knowledge and instruction while being held back from an emergency
situation. It would help to gain a lot of experience so as to jump right in on their 18th birthday.
Further, once they hit 18, their is too much going on in their lives to be able to attend and
complete the Delmar/Essentials program. Your already fighting for their time at 14-16.

Crazy idea!

There are other ways to fixing a problem then convincing people who aren’t even full adults to
put their lives at risk

Other states allow younger folks to take interior which is fine, but allowing juveniles to enter idlh
is terrible

| feel that the proposal of Allowing 16 and 17 year old Firefighters with proper interior firefighting
training along with the permission from their parent or legal guardian, is not a bad idea to assist
in addressing some of the staffing issues most fire Departments face. An idea that | have been
thinking about, would be to place stipulations on this by requiring these young adults to only be
permitted to do interior work as long as there is a senior member present with them who has
equal or advanced training. While it is a good possible solution to address the shortage of
Volunteers, | feel that there still should be some restrictions and stipulations placed upon the
Fire Department so that Departments do not begin solely relying on these young individuals to
make up the short or under staffing problems they are experiencing. Additionally, instead of
recommending training to Fire Departments, training standards should be implemented so that
everyone has a baseline to build upon. Personally, our department requires all members to
have Essentials of Firefighting followed by at a minimum NPQS Firefighter 1 so we can
maintain a standard of training and competency.

We protect 16 and 17 year olds from dangerous situations. Do the parents have the necessary
information to make this determination. | was a trainer of jr firefighters in my department and
trained a total of 14 junior firefighters. | would never have allowed any of them to perform
interior attack. They do not have the emotional maturity for their own safety. Unless the parents
are trained firefighters themselves they cannot possibly understand all they need to know to
make an informed decision for their teen.

Not mature enough, lack experience, not treated as adults
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There is no way that this age group has the maturity to operate within a interior operation.

So kids have to be 18 to vote, 21 to buy cigarettes and alcohol but should be put at risk to die in
a fire?? Doesn't really make much sense.

The training environment can be easily controlled and supervised. An actual building fire is
dynamic and always changing. A 16/17 year old is too young and immature to handle some of
the decision making required in that situation.

A 16 or 17 year old can't slice my lunch meat, you want them crawling down hallways? What
the hell is going on?!?!

| think it should be allowed, years and years ago they allowed it, and | think with the right
training, mentoring, and schooling it wouldn’t be an issue at all' But a benefit!!

| believe getting younger people involved early will lead to longevity and retention.

They are children. Not Adults. It's bad enough they are allowed to respond to calls as it is. This
is wrong on so many levels. It would take more than this survey to explain away the problems.
Child labor is regulated for a reason. This goes against everything that was fought for to protect
them.

As a FF with over 20yrs in career/combination/volunteer agencies, our youth are not prepared
to make the decisions and to carry out the acts necessary to be a capable and competent FF.
Hell the 20 year olds are barely capable, WITH training. Dropping the minimum age to increase
the number of FFs is absolutely ridiculous. It is not the solution to the membership crisis in PA.
Sending legally defined CHILDREN into an IDLH environment is a bad decision.

Providing they complete all 4 mods of essentials
Why would we let someone who just learned how to drive a car go into a working fire?

| support the class fire training because it is a controlled environment. Where in the real world
fire situation you never know what your going to be running into and should have some
experience

It's not a good idea because most 16 and 17 year olds will not be able to handle the trauma
from seeing someone who has burned in their house.

Needs to pass. Otherwise do not bother allowing them to take mod 1 and 2 at 14 and wait 4
years to take mod 4. You can drive a car but not fight a fire. Maybe limitations like must be
accompanied by a 21 year old or not have two 16 year olds together on the nozzle. 1:1 senior
ff. If Im not mistaken tech schools are allowing under 18 to engage

| know many 16/17 year olds whom are NOT responsible enough to make entry into a burning
building. | would NEVER enter with them! Are you crazy? This is madness! You'll kill more
people!

To young

1 100% support question #1. | live on the border with MD and personally know that 16 and 17
year olds are allowed to participate in state approved live fire training (e.g., FF I) in that state.
MFRI will provide this training, free of charge, to PA fire departments who render mutual aide
into the state of MD. This includes 16 and 17 year olds. Being able to obtain this training at
these ages allows those individuals to be properly trained and perform interior firefighting in
actual emergency situations the day that they turn 18 as opposed to obtaining that training
during the ages of 18 and 19. | absolutely do not support 16 and 17 year olds performing
interior firefighting in actual emergency situations due to an extreme lack of training,
knowledge, and experience. Furthermore, no individual at any age should be performing interior
firefighting in actual emergency situations without first having obtained a state mandated
minimum level of training (e.g., FF 1). Paid or volunteer, firefighting is a trade profession, not a
hobby.

These young folks dont fully understand the gravity of life and death. The sooner we introduce
them to the sad realities of the system the sooner we'll lose them. There's a million better
answers to the staffing crisis...but they can't be solved with a dollar amount.

I think it's good if they are with experience personal

| think training and education are important. | also think time, history, and experience are part of
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what make it all effective. | support interior fire training for 16 and 17 year old members. | do not
support interior fire operations until age 18.

Some are more mature and professional than others. | support allowing them to train and certify
for easier transition to active members but should be up to the chief and the juvenile’s parents
for actual fire.

Stop trying to fix the volunteer fire service by putting children at risk. We have never had a
problem retaining junior firefighters until the are 18 and able to complete a certification program.

16 and 17 year old CHILDREN do not possess the mental capacity to understand the risk they
are taking.

| feel that junior's may not mature enough to handle the stress involved in working on an interior
fire.

Get the legislators and local government to fund these companies

I'm okay with allowing 17 year olds who graduated from high school to perform interior
firefighting.

| have mixed emotions about this. We are undoubtedly loosing the interest of our younger
members who have obtained every level of available certification permitted in their age group.
We are experiencing an incredible decline in active members, especially day time members. |
don’t believe every 16 or 17 year old is mature enough to handle the psychological stress of
being an interior firefighter, but | also see those who could run circles around more senior
members. If this were permitted, it should entail a greater decision making process with
ongoing evaluation after approval. We absolutely need the help. Many of these teens are being
lost to other interests that keep them progressing. Our kids are sitting stagnant, unable to
progress and they are leaving the fire service.

I am fully supportive of allowing 16&17 year olds to take interior fire training. This will ensure
they are trained properly and ready to go when the reach 18.

I do not believe it is safe for a minor to do interior firefighting functions due to some minors do

not have the mental capability to handle some circumstances and the physical demand due to
them still growing mentally and physically. 16/17 year olds are also still in schooling and if they
are injured on scene (mentally or physically) that can effect their schooling.

It doesnt solve the problem. It makes more

The yes for number 2 is conditional on many factors and should be written as such. With
adequate training and under direct supervision of a trained company officer they could operate
safely. This would require the state to also adopt regulations for certification at the officer level.
Unless that is also in the plans, then this has the potential to cause more harm than good.

Training for those age groups is fine, but not actual incidents. Less control at actual incidents
where as in training, the training is structured for the safest environment possible.

| believe that a 16 and 17 year old should be able to be trained on interior firefighting in an
approved training class setting, but should have to wait until 18 to be able to be approved to be
an interior firefighter on emergency calls.

Training would permit these firefighters to be better prepared and ready to be interior fire team
upon reaching 18. | still believe 16-17 year olds need to gain the experience in a controlled
training environment and gain a greater sense of maturity before fighting an interior attack on a
fire scene.

We need more volunteers and interior firefighters as long as they have the required training.
Maryland has allowed this for years; this is not new to those of us bordering the Mason Dixon.
Must stick with 18 and older.

| believe they should be allowed to train. At the age of 17 with parental permission, then they
should be allowed to function as a firefighter.

Care must be taken to ensure that those 16 and 17 year olds engaging in these operations are
aware of, and properly trained for, the risks and hazards of the job. Additionally, they should
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not, under any circumstances, be permitted to perform interior firefighting without the direct
supervision of a senior firefighter over the age of 18.

This idea is not the answer to the decline in volunteer firefighters across the state but merely
another band aid to prolong the inevitable creation of career / combination REGIONAL
departments.

Great idea

16 & 17 year old junior FF’s are completing course of FF1 and many other classes in
Highschool this day and age. The curriculum is a lot harder and longer then those who took it
10-15 or 20 years ago. Upon successful completion they should have the ability to chase their
dreams and pursue the art of fighting fire. Something needs to change as the service and
decline in numbers have changed.

Would help kids create a pathway to a possible career

As long as they pass classes and show they are competent, | see no problem and wish this
was allowed 5 years ago when | was 16

Like the military, they can risk they're lives but can't vote, drink, or smoke.
| feel this age is to young to engage in the interior fire fighting experience

If you are going to let them drive cars you have already allowed them to perform dangerous
actions. With that said, the standard to complete the training should be higher and perhaps a
personality test administered to access risk-taking behaviors.

I do not think Jr's firefighters run blue lights or be interior unless it is under controlled

Remove their ability to run blue lights as well. They don’t have the experience behind the wheel
to drive without lights, let alone with them.

| feel that allowing 16 & 17 year old firefighter's too take part in reciving their interior fire class
will help get young members into the fire service and will better help them understand fire
training along with fire behavior.

| feel that 16 and 17 year old should he able to do the inter burn

They are not mature enough to make the critical decisions needed. Nor have they had enough
time on the outside to watch fire behavior and the operations on a scene. NO!

Believe the age is to young especially 16 year olds. If it was 17 year olds and up i might
consider it.

As a Fire Chief | must now manage a scene and also attempt to remember who has and who
does not have a permission slip to go interior. This is an accident that is waiting to happen. The
legislature is looking for low hanging fruit to fix the volunteer problem without considering the
consequences. Whether one likes it or not, there is a maturity issue and an attitude that “l am
invincible,” this is not a game system that | can reset after bad things happen and start over.
BAD IDEA! This will not fix the issue, it will only encourage recklessness.

Risk of injury and insurance exposure seems high to the department

We trust 16 year olds to drive. With proper training, why wouldn’t we allow them to fight fires? |
joined a fire department at 16 in the early 1990s and was not technically a junior firefighter.
After training, | was allowed by my department to participate in these activities because | was
available on weekdays. | did just fine, and now | am a career fire officer.

To young lack of maturity. We don’t send them into combat so no to interior firefighting.

A blanket yes or no is dangerous due to differing maturity levels of this age group along with
differing levels of officer recognition of ability levels

Great idea
I am a firefighter and i know that the age limit has to be lowered immediately
The dangers are too great

| think it would because because junior members would be able to help in more ways on the fire
ground. Maryland already allows it so | see no reason Pennsylvania shouldn't.
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Should be under the direction supervision of an adult firefighter, preferably certified FF1.

| believe the United States in general is in need of more volunteer firemen, with the right
training many 16 and 17 year olds could very well preform the duties of an interior firemen my
only concern is the training and how it will be enforced, training varies from institute to institute,
some instructors are more lenient than others, | believe this could become a problem with
younger members not getting adequately train. Also will this bill be the decision of a fire
company to accept or will it be state enforced?

The volunteer fire service is in dire straights. Young people graduate high school and leave to
pursue higher education or a career. This would allow them to complete their training while still
in high school.

Believed to be supportive with stringent rules and regulations in place and guardin approval and
advisory of such activities and their noted severity

As long as proper training has been recieved, there are proper permissions obtained from
parents or guardians, and all reasonable measures have been taken to decrease any assumed
liability or risk for the fire department there should not be an issue with allowing appropriately
prepared 16 and 17 year old individuals to perform these tasks if permitted by this law.

When | started in 1966, there was enough firefighters to "back me up". Today, there likely could
be an entire response from multiple companies, of under 18 yr old firefighters. Even they could
have just joined at 18. | regret that | must say this, but don't endanger our youth. The
municipality step up and provide fire protection.

Training ok not in live fire situation.

The learning process is still beginning this early in the fire service. Situational awareness is way
too low to actively partake in interior operations at this age.

| agree with going through the training at 17 years old. That leaves a year or less before they
can enter a structure in an actual fire.

Why risk kids lives for hurting vollie statistics

Possible solution to aid the shortage as there are many 16 and 17 year olds who have the
maturity and ability to do the job, however there are also many who don't, so departments will
need to use discretion

It is too dangerous for 16/17 year olds doing interior firefighting. They are not able to do most of
the interior firefighting work that is needed to be done, due to the child labor laws. In addition,
they may not be strong/big/grown enough to remove victims (and downed firefighters), handle
high pressured hose lines, pull dry wall, or even deal with something that has gone wrong.

I am on with them training in live fire. It's more of an controlled environment where you can
almost predict the outcome. | am against them going interior at that young of an age. They have
a hard enough time doing chores let alone being in an uncontrolled environment with fatal
outcomes.

I thi k this should happen
Under proper supervision similar to allowing minors to function as emts on a ambulance.

These CHILDREN do not have the maturity or life experience to engage in this dangerous
activity. The child labor laws were written for the protection of young people who cannot protect
themselves. Making this change would simply try to fix one problem by creating a much larger
problem.

If a 16 or 17 year old would so desire to go into a fire they should be allowed to, with the proper
training of course. And considering the decreased amount of PA firefighters | think it would do
alot of good.

You gotta start somewhere!

They are not mature enough.. the REAL problem is that most of the existing veteran firemen
ate set in their ways and refuse to be or receive training. In my area NON of the line officers let
alone the firemen are trained or certified. . Bring on they Sr6 and force everyone to be trained
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and certified. Would you want a hospital janitor doing surgery on you or a trained certified
surgon ?? Wake up Pennsylvania! !l

There two young and reckless and not mature for it

As long as they are trained the same way, 2 years does not make a difference for these
volunteers. We need Young blood in the fire service. Take a look at the number of 14-16yr old
Juniors that lose interest when they're told we can't do anything.

Maturity level of 16 and 17 year olds is not generally sufficient for interior firefighting activities
That's a terrible idea I've seen 18&19 yo who aren’t mature enough let alone 16&17
I wouldn’t mind seeing 17 year olds go interior. 16 | would say give it another year.

This is absurd. They are not legal adults. They are not mature enough to be in these situations
supervised let alone unsupervised. Do not pass this.

| believe and agree with them attending training at the age of 16, but not firefighting at that age.
17 training and interior Firefighting yes | agree.

| believe the training should be allowed at 16-17, as far as in a true emergency, no. Unless it's
family tradition | don't feel you’ll have much parent permission to allow those at that age to fight
fire.

16/17 year olds should be allowed to take part in interior firefighting activities, while under the
supervision of a company officer! This would allow them to gain knowledge and experience to
hopefully one day obtain a career as a firemen at a much younger age.

N/a

As much of a crisis PA is in for firefighters, allowing a 16 or 17 y/o to be placed in an
uncontrolled situation possibly by themselves is a hard no to allow them to be interior qualified.
The current staffing crisis that we face today could result in one of these persons fighting a fire
by themselves where there maturity hasn't been established yet. Having to explain to a family
their son or daughter was killed because they went in by themselves without a back up, would
be very disheartening. Yes, we have the 2 in 2 out rule but this isnt always the case and anyone
reading this can agree. Allowing them to do these tasks would be harmful in the long run. | do
support allowing them to take training ahead of time, as this is a controlled environment and
paired with someone of great experience. This will help them evolve into being able to become
interior at 18.

| don't believe this is a fix to the volunteer problem we have not only in Pennsylvania, but nation
wide. However, | do believe with the proper training, departments could utilize 16 & 17 year olds
as a back up plan. For example, a company is dispatched to a reported house fire and you
have a driver, officer and two 17 year olds with interior qualifications, say after 2nd dispatch if
nobody shows up that's 18 or older the company will respond and utilize its manpower as
deemed necessary. Weather that's interior firefighting, or exterior operations. Another example
might be, if the company is operating on a house fire and the initial crews 18 or older are tired
and need rehab, you could utilize 16&17 year olds to replace initial crews that were operating
inside. In short, | think it could definitely benefit the smaller volunteer fire companies in
Pennsylvania.

| think that this a good idea, but not all children should be able to take this training. What
changes are going to be made to the Firefighting Curriculum to make sure the kids get the
proper training before being thrown to the wolves.

If they are properly trained and with a seasoned member I'm all for it.

As an instructor and Fire Chief | believe that 15&16 year olds should be able to conduct live fire
training at Fixed Facilities. That would also include the flashover training. | would save acquired
structure live fire training and emergency response for 18. Maryland has had live fire for 16&17
year olds for years.

This is not a good idea kids this young are not able to process what they are seeing and this
will get people killed

As a fire instructor who teaches the Basic Firefighter Essential is Firefighting classes Insee first
hand that this age group is not ready physically or mentally to preform interior firefighting skills.
With no training requirements for Chief Officers there is no guarantee of having a qualified
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Officer supervising these young kids. This is possibly the worst recommendation | have heard
in regards to fixing the current volunteer issue.

this is NOT a viable solution to your staffing problem; it also violates OSHA standards related to
hazardous/IDLH environments. how is this even remotely a good idea?

This proposed legislation should come with a strong warning to individual fire departments that
individual discretion is required. Just as not every 18 year old is mature enough to be trusted to
perform in an IDLH environment, 16-17 year olds will be less likely to be able to calculate risks
and perform tasks in the environment.

Step in the right direction, must also be added to school curriculum as elective to those
interested!

16 year olds should not be involved in interior firefighting. 17! Year olds may patrticipate in
interior firefighting with parental approval and under the supervision of a certified fire officer.

| feel, from experience, there are 16 and 17 year olds that are more mature than some senior
firefighters and could handle the responsibility. My only concern is what happens if they are
hurt.

With parent permission and Chief approval that someone is ready | agree with it

Great idea for the depleting numbers and definitely would increase the amount of young people
to sign up.

| feel the job is strenuous that a young kid would not be able to handle an interior job.
| don't think kids that age are mentally prepared for those types of stressful situations
O believe this may bolster the young ranks in the volunteer fire service across PA

Sixteen and seventeen year old firefighters should be allowed to perform interior activities after
completing requisite training and are under direct supervision by a firefighter who has achieved
"Senior Man/Woman" status.

Under the right training and supervision 16 & 17 year olds could do fine

Very a volunteer myself | strongly disagree with this, | think it's a maturity thing | think they need
to have experience completing other task on the fire ground first. However | think that 16/17
year old kids should be allowed to do the structure burns AFTER essentials ( mod 4) in Pa. |
think that they Should be allowed to partake in ff1 certs before they turn 18.

This seams like a last ditch effort that opens up departments for even more liability issues and
backlash on the fire departments over all. | think this will create more problems then it will solve

The declining number of volunteers is obvious in all aspects of the fire service but | do not
believe allowing them to become interior firefighters is the solution. We have had 18 year olds
that | have questioned the maturity level and decision making in our own Dept.

Training in a controlled environment is one thing. In unpredictable circumstances such as an
actual fire, it's too much risk and responsibility to put on a 16 year old

| agree with providing them the proper interior training under an approved course and under
direct supervision of a certified instructor.

| think that most 16 & 17 year olds are mature enough for it. Interior firefighting requires
discipline, and a mature mind to keep your head on a swivel for changing conditions of fire
during attack. Also, 16 & 17 years olds should be focused on their academics, and piling this
training on top school work and expecting them to remember what to watch for and how to
identify conditions over school work is a poor choice. Maturity is one of the larger factors of this
though

Absolutely too young to be put in that kind of situation.

| believe that juniors are a key part of recruiting, training and retaining the future of the
volunteer fire service. | think allowing them to accomplish all training will help fast track them to
interior qualified firefighters once they become 18. | don't think that they should be allowed to
operate as interior firefighters until they are 18 years of age.

Also allow them to finish out testing for firefighter 1 and 2.
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Absolutely no to these issues. Most 16 and 17 year olds are not mature enough to handle the
situations encountered.

| think this will help give some incentive to the younger junior firefighters who work hard in class
and any training and then get stuck after Module 3 at 16 and have to wait 2 years to take
Interior at 18.

| believe at this age, kids are still immature. | see it with it kids that are 18 years of age.
Too risky.
| feel that they are not mature enough to be placed in this environment

With being involved with junior programs and teaching the essentials programs, | feel that the
maturity level is not there at that age nor is the ability to process split second life safety
decisions. | agree with letting them train and getting that maturity and ability.

| believe the training should be done earlier to give the younger members the training needed,
but they may be a little too immature to do the necessary work. However, if they have the
training, they can recognize the needs and know what to look for when the time comes at 18.

With proper training. Interior firefighting class should be increased to provide increased classes
on fire behavior and building construction.

| think this is a great adventure. It would be fantastic to see this happen. It is sad to see future
volunteers lose interest waiting for up to two years to finish the essentials programs. | wish also
someone would look into a waiver for Amish to also finish these classes without shaving. This is
another way they can be furthered trained to use in structural fires. They fight fires anyway so
why not train them correctly.

They are minors | feel that they should have more training

It's a good idea. However, | would require that the member is certified in Firefighter | prior to
being allowed to enter a structure.

They would directly be in harms way, we don’t allow a minor to join the military until 18 because
of the dangers, why should we expose them to those dangers.

Great idea as long as they can pass qualifications
Training is a controlled environment. We don’t send our 16 year olds to war...
As long as they’re accompanied by an officer

| believe if he or she wants to step up and has the drive to understand the unknown behaviors
of the fire service and what it takes to be interior let the do it

16 and 17 year olds are not mature or educated enough to respond to these stressful scenarios
and deal with all of the associated long term hazards such as cancer, PTSD, etc. This is not the
answer to the volunteer fire crisis in PA. Townships need to start assuming responsibility for fire
protection in their communities and PAY for career firefighters. Asking children to handle these
life and death situations is unacceptable.

This is a joke ..... this is a professional business ... it's 2020 ... it's time to change ... if the
numbers aren’t there ... let’s not put kids into danger ... let’s put trained adults in the stations
and let’s pay them to be there ... unreal this is even being discussed

It's dangerous and reckless. Yes, we allow young adults to drive cars but they have regulations.
The fire service has regulations so young firefighters don’t get hurt. The fire service has enough
problems with standards being met, via certified courses vs. “in-house” certifications.

I think 16 and 17 is still to young to full grasp the dangers involved in interior firefighting.

Giving the interior training under controlled situations with adaquate instructional staff could
provide more interest. But | feel they should still have to wait until 18 years of age to enter a
structure in an actual situation.

| feel that the Jr program is very beneficial and can be. This proposed legislation | think would
keep jrs involved and interest in the fire service. In my organization | feel like most jrs that stick
through from 14 years old til they turn 18 years old are one whose family is involved/have
firefighting background. | feel this would be a great benefit to keep others interested. Seems as
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the others that don’t have that firefighting background lose interest in the jr program. | think this
legislation could really make a difference in the jr firefighting program.

The lack of experience, knowledge, training and common sense. Our LODD and injuries will
increase. Do they have the maturity level? What about the strength and endurance to held the
work load?

If a Chief Officer is going to be able to send a 16!or 17 year old into a burning building, that
Chief Officer should have much more training than that firefighter. And due to a lack of state-
wide minimum training standards, many don’t

Should be allowed.
They are to young to engage in interior firefighting
| agree

1 100% believe they should be allowed the volunteer fire service is dying and we need younger
interior members especially if they are trained more then an 18 year old

Volunteerism is dwindling statewide for fire departments. If we can train 16 and 17 year old right
away (with parental permission), they can serve the fire departments in a longer capacity.
Students this age get out of school before most of the workforce. They will be able to fill engine
crews when normally there is a shortage.

There is no way someone that you did can perform the duties of a firefighter at that age. They
can barely take care of themselves and so don’'t want them in my house if there was a fire.

| had been a Vol. Fire Chief for 30 years and still involved and | think this is a great idea. | had
trained and now watch jr's that are ready trained hard but have to wait. When some of them hit
18, it's not long and then off to college.

As a firefighter in a neighboring state where the age is 18 to go interior on training and real
emergencies. This would definitely help with staffing for a volunteer departments throughout PA
to allow 16 and 17 year olds who have the training to go interior.

Only permitted when the fire officers of the fire Department are certified by Pro Board or IFSAC
to Fire Officer 2

If the 16/17 Firefighter shows the maturity and has the approval from his Parent/Guardian and
Chief they should be at least have the ability to train for interior firefighter. When you have a
well developed Firefighter who starts at an early age, having the ability to help during interior
operations the benefits are great.

This is reckless, the 16-17 year olds that | have trained ( in a high school technology class)
were not mentally capable of handling the required skills and are a liability to other firefighters
on the fire ground

This can only happen if strict guidelines are maintained for training and response. Instructors
need to actually deny students incapable of safely completing training. Which means the Fire
academy and ETAs need to back the instructor. They also need to ensure instructors are
denying these students who do not possess the ability to do this safely. Secondly the
departments these responders belong to need to ensure these responders maintain the
necessary skills and abilities to be able to safely do this job.

Need help retaining members

I think while it's a good in theory, Pa needs to revisit its very outdated fire education system
before it dose this. There should be standardized state level training requirements. We should
be looking to do a shorter class with a mandatory referisher

FF | is not enough training to have knowledge for real life fires.

Of all the ways to boost recruiting, this may be the worst one on the table. | don't believe that
this age range is mature enough to operate in interior operations.

This is a great idea!! Would really help

| believe that if they have received the proper training then they should be allow to be an interior
firefighter. Other stays allow personnel under 18 years old to perform interior firefighting. |
believe it will also assist volunteer companies with staffing.
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If they know how to dawn, preform, training class on how air packs function and how buddy
breathing works then | agree with the change. After all being young is a very good plus for any
emergency's that calm for air packs. I'm up with the change

I think 16 and 17 year olds should be able to complete interior training. 16 year old up to and
including exterior. They should be age 17 by the time the complete all the classes up to interior.
They should then be able to complete interior at age 17 and preform accordingly once receiving
interior training.

I went through live fire training in FF | and FF 1l Montgomery County in 1979 and 1980 before |
turned 18. | believe that as long as you have credible instructors, this can done safely and
effectively, allowing the person to be ready for street operations once they turn 18.

Too young. And too much of a liability for departments. Once they are 18 they can make that
decision for themselves.

This is a great idea and would greatly help the needs of decreasing firefighters

I have volunteered since | was 14 and waited until | was 18 to officially fight fire from the inside.
Members that young should focus on honing their skills and train until 18 before fighting interior
fires. We all know the dangers and | don’t believe someone that young really knows what they
could get themselves into nor the experience to get themselves out of an emergency situation.

More extensive training should be given.

If they are trained and supervised | see no reason why they can'’t be interior firefighters. | got
my FF at age 17!

It's an interesting idea but recruiting is the biggest problem right now

Not sure this is a good idea at all. 16 & 17 year old minds are not yet fully formed to allow them
to perform. Firefighting comes with experience. Best advice | can offer is to sit back and watch
while you are able to.

i think this is a good idea because it will give people more time to learn about being an interior
firefighter

Yes, | think it's a great thing to do.
They need grow , even if there are certain level of danger

| am ok with this particular age group being able to obtain their interior certification prior to
turning 18. However, | do not support them being allowed to engage in interior operations
during actual incidents. Allowing them to obtaining their interior certification prior to turning 18
allows for them to obtain additional interior training and better prepare themselves for actual
interior operations.

| feel this is a good option. The dwindling number of volunteers in Pa is a huge concern and
those that still volunteer aren’t getting any younger. This bill would allow the younger generation
who still want to volunteer to start at a younger age thus helping the shortage and those who
currently volunteer.

| believe if properly trained 16&17 year old could perform safely in interior firefighting
operations.

| feel it will get the younger kids to want to get involved and help there communities

We need to keep them interested, as long as parents give the okay it should be good for the fire
service. | also the same should happen for VRT Training.

Age is not the key, education is. If a person is properly educated for interior firefighting their age
is irrelevant.

none
Must happen due to lack of volunteers currently
Too young to make good decisions that could be necessary to be safe.

| support 16 & 17 year olds to participate in live fire training but not actual emergencies. When
they turn 18 they will be trained in interior firefighting operations and have the certification to

49 /61

1/13/2020 8:34 PM

1/13/2020 8:34 PM

1/13/2020 8:33 PM

1/13/2020 8:33 PM

1/13/2020 8:33 PM
1/13/2020 8:32 PM

1/13/2020 8:30 PM
1/13/2020 8:30 PM

1/13/2020 8:30 PM

1/13/2020 8:29 PM

1/13/2020 8:29 PM

1/13/2020 8:29 PM
1/13/2020 8:29 PM
1/13/2020 8:29 PM

1/13/2020 8:28 PM

1/13/2020 8:28 PM

1/13/2020 8:28 PM
1/13/2020 8:27 PM

1/13/2020 8:26 PM

1/13/2020 8:26 PM
1/13/2020 8:26 PM
1/13/2020 8:25 PM
1/13/2020 8:25 PM



888

889

890

891

892

893

894
895
896

897

898
899

900
901

902

903

904
905

906
907

908
909

16 & 17 year Y/O and Interior FF -PFESI is seeking Feedback by Thursday January 17

now begin operating in an IDLH atmosphere.

I was 16 when | started almost 38 yrs. ago. Was able to do everything then. | believe that things
are a little more safer with the progression of equipment over the years.

Sounds like a major lawsuit waiting to happen

| feel as though under correct supervision, 16 and 17 year olds should be able to train in live fire
incidents, but when it come to an actual incident, | feel as though they should not be able to
perform interior operations, unless it's overhaul with a company officer.

I am all for the 16-17 yr olds allowed to perform interior firefighting in training. | am less likely to
do so on the street, for health and welfare reasons. Not many are ready to go interior at 16 or
17 , some maybe.

1 100% agree that this is a step in the right direction.

By allowing Jr FF's participating in interior fire attacks in a controlled training environment will
put the tools into their toolbox for when they can partake in actual fire ground emergencies.

| support allowing 16 & 17 year old to perform interior operations.
None

| feel this would help with recruitment and retention. Also, help increase the ranks of interior
firefighting. | am a senior firefighter with over 25 years of service. Both of my son's are junior
firefighters, ages 14 and 17. | would definitely feel comfortable with them participating in interior
operations once all training standards have been met.

Based on what I've seen from the 16 and 17 year olds in our junior division along with my wife
being a high school teacher, | believe that age group does. It have the maturity level to handle
interior firefighting.

| believe they will only have very limited knowledge and experience for such task

We have some amazing training instructors in PA and | feel allowing 16 & 17 y/o the ability to
train in real fire conditions is great, and another step closer to actual interior fire fighting BUT |
dont feel a 16 or 17 year old has the mindset to think quick enough while in a real interior
firefighting Capacity. | also do not believe a 16 or 17-year-old is able to help if something were
to go wrong with himself or a fellow firefighter. Firefighters have to not only depend on their skill
set as individuals, but they have to be able to depend on each other when they are in a burning
building.

N/A

Would prefer to see them complete Essentials and graduate as a FF1 without any additional
testing for FF1.

Training is absolute must and what better to engage younger eyes with live CONTROLLED
situations. But putting them into an uncontrolled environments being that young and
inexperience could be deadly. Let me re-emphasize that | fully support the training aspect

| originally started my fire service career in Maryland. With parental permission 16 and 17 year
olds are allowed to take all necessary training and are allowed to engage in interior firefighting.
By allowing someone still in high school, they are able to get involved in the fire service before
they go off to college and don't have time to take the interior classes.

Great idea long overdue!!

This will only increase line of duty deaths. Firefighting requires clear thinking. At this age kids
barely have the wits to drive

Training fine. They ate learning. no to actually going into an emergency situation

Good idea to keep them interested. But still feel they should be 18 to enter a burning structure
in a real emergency

WITH the proper training | have no issues with this concept

If they are in the fire company trading since they are 14 and educated they should be allowed to
fight fires and assist in accidents to the point of what they are trained on with their parents
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written permission.

| think they should learn and prepare but not participate in actual emergencies until age 18 due
to emotional and work ethic immaturity, which would need further building before executing said
services.

| think they still need leadership and guidance on the fire scene. | would not agree to allowing
them access to blue lights and responding to the firehouse

We old guys help

| think it feasible, and important, to allow them to train under experienced and qualified
instructors when 16 and 17, in a controlled learning environment. But putting a 16 or 17 year
old in live fire in an actual emergency is not wise. | have concerns about kids under 21 even.

Theirs is a large decrease in fire personal across the united states and this would help with
increase personel snd trained personnel. Also the junior firefighting program has significantly
decreased. This could help with recruitment of more junior firefighters and even regualr
firefighters and alssow people to advance rang and get more experience quicker

This is another attempt to continue the delay of forcing municipalities to step up the plate and
begin to hire career firefighters. | cannot believe that we've become this desperate as a fire
service to think that its a good idea to allow someone of that age and maturity level to enter a
burning structure with uncontrolled conditions. As leaders of the fire service, | hope that
desperation does not lead to negligent decisions. | do support allowing children under 18 to
take the Interior firefighter training as | understand that due to scheduling they could miss out
on a class and have to wait an unnecessary amount of time to get the training.

This should be allowed due to the declining number of volunteers
| believe at the age of 16 and 17 they should be still learning and not engaging in live fire

16 and 17 year olds... YES to live fire training. 16 year olds participating in actual emergency’s
NO. 17 year olds yes.

Don't have maturity or experience. Also a lot of Insurance companies will not allow it.

They are far to young and immature to engage in this type of dangerous activity. | in no way
support children engaging in interior firefighting in an emergency situation!

Good aid to increase volunteer fire fighters

Controlled training environments are valuable for 16 and 17 year olds. As it stands now, 16 and

17 year olds are permitted to serve in the fire service but are not even permitted to participate in

the Interior Firefighter module of the Entry Level training curriculum. The PA child labor law
needs to be adjusted such that 16 and 17 year olds can at least train at this level (with or
without live fire exercises) so they can learn more appropriate use of SCBA as well as
appropriate tactics for vehicle and exterior fires (which they are permitted to fight in actual
emergencies but are not permitted to take the training that allows them to practice the tactics)

Training in a controlled interior setting at this age will be a great thing to help prepare young
firefighters for interior operations but | disagree with letting them into an interior situation on an
actual emergency. We don’t need to be getting them into more dangerous situations than they
can already be subject to and we don’t need to be getting them killed or letting them kill them
self's with lack of experience in an already dangerous situation.

The volunteer fire service is a dyeing breed. The younger we can get these kids training, the
more likely they are to stick with it and want to do more. We need to get their feet wet. Maybe
not in emergency situations but definitely on the training grounds where it's monitored and
overseen.

Yes

| don't believe volunteers under the age of 18 are mature enough to be placed into high stress
situations such as inferior firefighting.

The service needs to go career. We don’t need more lazy 2 and 20 know it alls.
No

Training yes interior firefighting before 18 no
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| believe allowing them to do interior training at 16/17 Y/O would help immensely. We have so
many that take the 1st 3 mods, but never seem to have the time to go back after they turn 18
and finish the interior or 4th mod.

As a 30+ year veteran and father, | can stand behind training in controlled situations. This
training would enhance their actual fireground learning, leading to better firefighters when
hitting 18. | certainly think it would help retain these kids longer allowing them to advance. And
my son is a 16 yo junior. The more advanced things we teach him the more interested he
becomes.

Many of us at 16 or 17 were capable of going interior and a few did in the 80s.

Hire paid personal or regionalize fire departments in pa there are way too many fire
departments in close proximity to each other. 18 is the legal age of adulthood to vote, to enlist.
Firefighting is a dangerous profession why would you sign a permission slip for a non adult to
allow a non adult into an IDLH atmosphere? Would you sign a permission slip for your 16,17
year old to go fight in a war?

| feel that they are not mature enough at that age to engage in interior firefighting, There are
plenty of other jobs at the fire department and on the fire ground that he 16 and 17-year-old
young man/Woman can do.

Training should be allowed at any age with parents permission

With parental approval like md they let 16 and 17 go interior. With proper training this shouldn't
be a problem.

| have been a firefighter since | was 14. And when | was that age, | was not mature enough to
go to school, work a part time job. And take a interior fire class at the same time. Teenagers
would take time away from there schooling to just do firehouse stuff. It also puts a lot of stress
of a teen. Waiting till your 18 is a fine age.

A 16 yo is way to young to take part in interior firefighting.
Providing they are accompanied by an experienced interior firefighter.

They should be allowed. Start them out young! A Maryland Dept has something for kids about 6
years old.

You would have more Firefighters in the state if you allow 16 y.o. to do it.
Good idea!

Letting young people the ability to take their training at 16 and 17 is a great idea. The burn is a
controlled environment. However live fire in a actual structure is not something a 16 or 17 year
old should be part of.

Maturity and experience must be paramount in fire fighting. Although 16 and 17 year olds could
lighten the burden, the risk is far too great.

This is a bandaid for a broken system. Whoever came up with this idea should be embarrassed
of themselves. It's time to allow counties the powers to create a paid and professional fire
service. Time to stop half way fixing this problem.

To gauge more interest in the fire service allowing interior firefighting at a young age will attract
more volunteers. | am one that did travel to MFRI to obtain FF1. At 16

| believe this would help with the current staffing crisis volunteers are facing.

This is needed to support a system that is primarily volunteer. This would also allow them to
receive training at a younger age and would help in the issue of retention.

| think it would be a good idea, and would help many departments out across the state of
Pennsylvania.

16 is to young to enter a structure. Maturity level is not there for some memebers.
The amount of Toxin vs gain outweigh any benefit that might be received.

They are still considered minors under the law and must be treated as such. If the law removes
them from child labor law restrictions considerAtion may be given but you are still placing them
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in hostile work environments that require trained adult experienced supervision

If they are trained correctly, and responsible enough to operate a motor vehicle, they can be
very effective in interior fire fighting operations. IF parents/guardians are fully aware of the
dangers, and give permissions, why not allow them to fight fire? Some 16/17 year old [men] are
quite capable for tasks such as these.

From someone who has been in the fire service for decades | highly support this move. We try
to attract young people to the fire service telling them that we desperately need firefighters only
to tell them once they join that they can train up to a point but they really can't fight fire. Its
almost like telling a little league player that all they can do is practice. They can never play in a
game. How long do you think that person is going to continue to do nothing but practice before
they throw in the towel and leave. this is what we are doing to young people today when we tell
them we need firefighters but if you join at that age you can't do any firefighting.

With the low manpower turnout in recent years, this is needed.

What if 16 and 17 year old numbers don't fix the issue....do we then allow 14 and 15 year olds,
how about 8 and 9 year olds. Perhaps its not an age issue, perhaps we need to face the fact
that at some point some large and mid size agencies may actually have to invest in personnel
(qualified) to handle a very serious community issue

Allowing them to complete the Essentials courses before they turn 18 would be a welcome
improvement. So when they turn 18 they can immediately begin interior operations with direct
supervision. However, | have concerns about the physical capabilities and mental maturity of 16
and 17 year olds in interior operations.

As long as the kids would have someone over the age of 18 or under the direct supervision of a
line officer.

As firefighter with 40 plus years of experience and a state fire suppression instructor, | do not
support allowing 16-17 y/o to participate in Live interior operations of any kind. Kids of this age
are not mentally developed enough to recognize and react to IDLH atmospheres. | believe that
allowing kids of this age to operate interior would help solve the shortfall of firefighters, but at
the same time increase the firefighter fatality rate no matter how many safety precautions are
put in place during training or in the field.

The need for firefighters does not outweigh the need for safety. At 16 and 17 years old, there is
no way these folks will have the knowledge or experience to safely perform safely.

Should be good for pa
N/A

Focus on incentivizing you're current senior firefighters with tax credits, etc. that way we don’t
need to look to kids for interior firefighters. If anything, focus on loosening up the current
restrictions for juniors. Hell, they can’t hardly do any thing.

It's a dangerous job and should not be performing interior operations at this age. It could
potentially result in more firefighter deaths.

Doing so will allow the fire service to recruit better and give them a better opportunity to finish
their training before going off to college

Allowing 16/17 year olds to take training and perform interior firefighting should be done with a
detailed program and over-sight. | am the father of a 18 year old, who completed his National
FFI then an indepth in-house training program in the last 6 months. Since being qualified and of
age, he has since been involved in an interior operation multiple times and has performed very
well.l think he could have done just as well 2 years ago. | believe there are 16/17 year olds who
physicallly, and from a maturity aspect, can handle the taining and operations. Not all can. If
allowed there should be very specifc rules. | would look at other states that allow this and see if
they have had success and what drawbacks there were.

They are not mature enough for such a serious situation
As long as there are good standards set. | believe it is a move in the right direction

No thanks. We shouldn't increase # of FFs by including children who haven't even completed
high school yet.
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Pennsylvania is the leader in firefighter deaths. Don't kill 16 & 17 year olds too. Focus on
making the proper training mandatory within fire departments to improve safety.

Training will be paramount to making this work.

So....they have to have a junior license, no driving after 11:00 PM, need parental permission to
do anything...but they should be able to enter in to live fire training and respond and operate
interior on a fire? Terrible idea

Learning in a controlled environment can assist with giving some experience to the 16 & 17
year old so that when they turn 18 they may be ready to step in as an interior firefighter. Putting
then in the uncontrolled environment without the experience could be disastrous to them and
their fellow firefighters.

As an PSFA local level fire instructor, | support allowing this age to complete the interior module
of the essentials of firefighting curriculum. But | do not support these individuals to conduct
interior firefighting operations until they reach the ago of 18 or have graduated from high
school/ GED or become an emancipated minor.

I think it should be at the discretion of both the chief of the department and the parent/guardian.

| think it's a good idea to allow the 16 and 17 year olds to obtain the training so they are ready
to go when they turn 18 but, | feel the age should remain 18 to enter IDLH environments. At
least until we see how the program progresses

| believe that with proper training, guidance and maturity our younger members can provide a
great resource to the senior members in assisting with interior operations.

Letting 16 and 17 get trained is one thing because it is controlled and supervised, but letting
them go into an active, uncontrolled fire is a terrible idea. This idea is simply another attempt to
put a Band-Aid over the gapping hole in the ruptured dam of the volunteer fire service.

| believe a responsible 16 or 17 year old, that is well-trained and qualified would be a lesser risk
than some older members.

Would be interested in seeing what the impact would be on workman’s compensation.
They can train, but | don’t think they are ready to go inside

It would help with the decrease in firefighters across the state

With proper training and leadership this should be permitted.

Yes | believe it will help increase the membership and it will help the younger membership feel
more apart of things

With the change in building construction and increased training requirements | do not support
this change for our youth. Jr members are critical in outside operations and learning the trade
should be the number one priority. With age comes experience.

As long as trained properly and with veteran personnel.

Keeping kids engaged at this age keeps them moving along in the training modules. Stopping a
16 year old kid after he or she finishes a 3rd module for up to 2 years may deter them from
finishing. At least let them finish the training and make it law they have to be accompanied by a
senior ff on all interior FF duties.

Too young, maturity level is just not there

The decreasing number of volunteers requires more outreach. States like Delaware already
permit this and with proper training these young adults are invaluable

It's becoming necessary as experience is difficult to obtain and departments need to hook
younger members by allowing them to actively participate.

Under close supervision of a certified mentor (FF1, 5 years as chief officer, etc.) they may
participate but not in interior operations.

I think 16&17 year olds with parents permission and with the right training, should be able to be
an interior fire fighter.

Not enough real life experience and understanding of getting in "over their heads".
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Comon sence, they don't really even know about life yet.and really | don't want to have to be
the one to go to the parents house and let them know that their 16 y/o was killed.

If they can do their training at least when they turn of age they will have all prerequisite to just
jump in and do it

Despite training and parental permission, they are still too young to be allowed inside a burning
structure.

This is a wonderful idea. | believe our young adults would help alleviate the shortage on
volunteers. | have been in the fire service for 26 years. When | was a junior, | couldn’t wait to
obtain interior training, and it almost deterred me to quit, not being able to be fully involved with
the other members.

At the current time “junior firefighters” are limited by the state to the point at times they loose
interest. At a minimum they should be aloud to operate on all exterior fires and operations if
they possess the needed certification. | do believe this could help with the dying numbers of
new firefighters the state is experiencing. This would be a good 2 to 4 year trial to see if it does
increase the interest and help curb the issues of lack of interest.

This might be a good step toward keeping younger members

| believe the training is good for the advancement toward a interior firefighter. However due to
the safety aspect and issues we have had with the death benefit of under 18 kids particularly
one within our county Chris Kangas of Brookhaven Fire Department it address to many
conflicts. Maybe over haul but not interior fire suppression. | believe the state of Pennsylvania
has no regulation to its fire operations and some departments have that cowboy mentality and
its to dangerous for the kid. Kids have to be 21 to smoke and 18 to go in the military. | don’t
agree with interior attack for these reasons.

Allowing 16 and 17 year old to attend the training is very helpful. Once they turn 18 they can
become a interior firefighter on their birthday. Now the 18 year old has to wait for a interior
class, attend it, and then become interior qualified. By allowing them to do the class they
become a interior firefighter on their birthday.

The current mind set of 16 and 17 year olds of today are way different then years past. They
are very immature and your risk of injury is going to sky rocket.

100% in favor of this legislation.

Not all kids that age are mature enough, cant replace competent staffing with children, do
parents even know what they are signing off on

They need to be allowed to do and complete all the training they want. That way when they turn
18, they can start doing the interior work right away.

16 and 17 year olds are not mature enough for the level of responsibility interior firefighters
have not only to their own safety, but the safety of their entire crew. Minors cannot work in other
dangerous fields or even late at night, how can you justify them going in burning buildings?

| agree with allowing 16 and 17 year olds to be allowed to participate in interior fire operations
as along as the person has the trainings and knowledge to do, just like the state of Delaware

Safety - plain and simple.
| gave several jr firemen that would be great for this. It would help us out tremendously

Training 17 Yes, 16 yes Actual emergency 17 Yes, 16 no Only one 17 year old per interior team
No to <18 for operating apparatus or mains What about operating on the highway? Interior fires
are a small portion of emergency responses. Are legislators contemplating putting 16 & 17 year
olds on the highways for car fires, extrications, and hazmats? Someone is not giving legislators
the whole picture in regards to solutions to lower volunteer numbers. Do legislators really think
that allowing 16&17 year olds to train and fight for interior firefighting will fix the problem? Do
they think this initiative will attract new volunteers? We already have 16 & 17 year olds in the
fire service??? Is the problem that the PA fire service cannot attack interior fires or that we have
less volunteers? PA legislators, Try focusing on the problem and get better advice.

lam a volunteer fire chief for over 25 years it was never this bad there are young people out
there that want to help. Once kids hit 18 it hard to them back. 16 should also be allowed to get
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there emt certification if they can pass the testing.

They are too young to be exposed to all the carcinogens present and the risk, they need to

develop awareness that isn’t present in such young persons. They are also a risk on a scene
and many FD don’t have the training programs or staff to correctly manage these youth on a
scene. | do believe they should be able to train so they can transfer in and bra ready to train.

| believe it is a good idea to let juniors get some experience ahead of time so they are
prepared.

as a junior, i would love to get the training earlier to be able to go interior fires asap

| have been a firefighter for over 30 years in PA. | would not let my son or daughter participate
in interior firefighting especially in these days of understaffed units and with all of the
carcinogens that are involved with firefighting. | feel this is too dangerous for a minor.

It would be more suitable to train and prepare junior firefighters to participate in interior
firefighting activities once they turn 18. There is a large risk responsibility that goes along with
interior firefighting that children may not be prepared for.

This is an awful idea. Sixteen and seventeen year olds brains are not developed enough to
understand the critical split second decisions that will need to be made. Additionally they do not
possess the maturity to respond safely to calls when dispatched. This will cause more
accidents and injuries and will exacerbate the current problems.

Let them get all there training before 18 but going interior under 18 is a slippery slope

Training in fixed training centers is ok, then the ff is ready to go once turning 18. Do not support
training with live fire in acquired structures or actual emergencies.

This is a bandaid for the struggling fire service in this state. Whoever came up with this idea
could be embarrassed. It's time to give counties the power to create a paid and professional fire
department. Enough with patching a broken system half way.

| believe this is already occurring in the state, although is it not currently permitted. | would want
to see the legislation include wording that states they must be under officer supervision.

Should have been done years ago!
Na

It's hard enough to keep 18 to 21 yr. olds calm in interior operations. How can you seriously put
a minor ( even a well trained one) in a potentially deadly situation? Also if a senior member is
with them and survives how do think it will affect them? Even when we do things right the
inevitable can happen. This is not the answer. Yes you will see a influx of members at first and
then you will see a sharp decrease in well trained and experienced members. What this does
have the potential to do is increase ptsd and suicide rates among fire fighters.

Allowing 16 and 17 to perform such duties will allow to get experience sooner in their careers.
This legislation may provide a better future for the fire service

n/a

My son was able to get his Firefighter 1 and Firefighter 2 certifications by attending MFRI. He
was a junior at Rescue Hose |. Greencastle Pa and | had no issues with that.

Only if they are under three supervision of a senior officer

This would keep younger members engaged and they are completely capable of it if they can
drive a car

If we trust 16 year olds to drive vehicles, we should trust them enough respect dangerous
situations on the fire ground. This could place line officers in difficult situations if they feel 16 &
17 yr olds are not mature enough to enter a burning building, but many are mature enough.

Like the thought
This is a great idea

With certain limitations. 16 and 17 years should be allowed to fight fire after interior training. It
will facilitate bringing the next generation along faster. | believe there should be some structure
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fire interior limitations though

| am all for allowing them train inside in live training conditions; however, | do not think the
maturity level is adequate at 16 or 17. My other fear is two 16/17 TO firefighters may end up
being on the first line and | do not believe their training or maturity will get them out of a bad
situation. We may only be adding to the "MayDay" scenarios.

| do support 16 & 17 year olds to attend the state approved interior firefighting training and to
perform interior firefighting in an actual emergency. Only if the 16 & 17 year has a parent
permission, completed accredited school, and is cleared by the chief of the company.

We start juniors at 14 at our department, 16 would be perfect to go through essentials. Since
we are following NFPA 1001 for essential and 1403 for those burn classes. The only question is
would this allow those at 16 to be able to test for Firefighter 1?

The years | served as a junior ff guided me in the man | am today, the experience | had hitting
hydrants and support operations EXTERIOR made me the aggressive interior FF | am. | started
as a volunteer and now have been a career firefighter for years now and | wouldn't of wanted
my experience and support from the exterior any different.

Another risk, that they do not follow command structure and act independently

Maturity and responsibility levels are not typically of a satisfactory level in this age bracket and
their age also makes them more susceptible to occupational disease.

| think this is a good idea to get this age bracket interested and to allow for interior operations.

Training is great. Get the younger members involved and let them do elevations with trained
members. But to let them go into a working house fire during an emergency | say no. In training
it is more controlled. Unlike in real emergencies Where whole rooms well off, structures are
dangerously weakened by the fires progression. Exterior ops are fine. And are what | was
allowed to do when | was that age. Now add in KIDS and you're asking for more trouble and
lawsuits. It'll be one more thing on every members mind and not the task at hand.

These kids are not even adults yet and they should not be put in arms way. They should
continue taken the training and at 18 be allowed to train in live fire conditions or work power
tools.

With certified training a 16yr old should be allowed to fight interior. It cannot be allowed without
a certified interior course. In house training is not permitted. This is done in Maryland with no
data showing it causes any increase in FF deaths in younger members. This should be
expanded to allow rescue classes also.

This is dumb
This would greatly help our state

While not every 16 and 17 year old displays the maturity to handle interior firefighting, there are
many that do. This would allow parents and a fire chief to make decisions based on an
individual basis to allow those that display the appropriate maturity to participate.

| believe that training is fine, the problem will occur when their home companies and they are
either put in bad situations on their own without oversite, or worse, companies would allow
them to hold officer positions. Training and education will never trump experience on the street
under seasoned leadership.

Lets get them trained in PA, currently many are going to Maryland because the allow 16 & 17
year old's to train

The 16-17 year olds need to learn too as well as feel needed. We currently have 15 juniors that
are really entertained but they feel not needed because they can’t do anything. If they feel
needed | feel this is the best position to make them feel needed and would work the best for all
companies

Still to young. We already loose too many firefighters as it is. Why have them die youg?

| think the situation with each kid is different some mature faster than others and | have seen
some who can help with fires and some who are good on fire ground

I strongly disagree with a child being able to preform interior firefighting. | believe that even
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close to being adults they don't hold the mental capacity to make life and death split second
decisions.

Rather see the fire service diminish and be taken over by career firefighting than see this
actually happen.

| agree and support the house bill

16 & 17 year olds with proper training and parental consent should be allowed interior fire
attacks. Volunteer associations across the country are stuggling for membership, this could be
a great benefit to volunteer fire departments everywhere.

16/17 is to young, all about current situation the way it stands with junior firefighting programs,
also what would this do to the workman compensation with lowering the age?

It would benefit the volunteer organizations with more manpower

| believe we would have more participation from the younger group much to be considered
though!!

As a junior fireman myself, being able to go interior with the proper training would keep the
interest level of the younger generation up!

I do not think proper judgement has developed yet for something this dangerous. A person at
this age will take unnecessary risks and may end up in a situation they mentally are not ready
to handle.

When | was 14 | was a cadet , we were only allowed to do certain duties , 16 and 17 we were
allowed to enter buildings as soon as we had completed basis fire school , this was how we
were able to keep firefighters in and train at a young age they manage to stay around before
they go out into the world ,and when they reach 18 they have completed most of there training

| feel as though an emphasis must be placed on engaging youth in the volunteer fire service as
much as possible. The current restrictions are too strict and deter them from staying committed
in an age where you activities and sports are plentiful.

This is a good idea, with the support of experienced trained persons on the fire ground these
young kids will get valuable experience. And by getting this training at 16/17 they will be not be
burdened with trying to get it while in college or working a job after high school!

| personally don't feel that a 16 or 17 year old is prepared to operate under emergency
conditions in an IDLH environment. When a member is a junior member that is the time where
they need to be focused on training and learning as much as they can about the fire service.
Also, | would imagine this is also an attempt to increase personnel during daytime hours by
allowing these junior members to leave school. This also presents an additional concern in the
fact that during the day with decreased turnout from senior members who will be providing
these junior members with the direction and guidance they need on the fire ground?

| feel that this is not a good idea. It is hard enough trying to get kids to take the required classes
prior to becoming interior which shows the dedication level and maturity leaven is not there yet.
| feel that this will lead to more injuries and deaths.

I would highly recommend personnel be at least 18 years of age to be permitted in interior
structural live training. Lawyers would eat this proposed legislation up, resulting in an undue
financial hardship for struggling departments.

These children are not mature enough for the kind of choices and responsibilities needed for
these takes.. at their age is glory not the possible end consequence of bad choices they make
that they think of. Remember children if they still need a parents permission. Can’t have a
drivers license buy adult things why put them in adult situation that can kill them!

Too dangerous. Minors can do plenty of exterior work. This is absurd.

| agree with the training but disagree with letting them operate in an actual emergency
environment as interior firefighters

I do not think allowing children under the age of 18 participate in interior firefighting. | do not
believe volunteer fire companies will provide enough accurate information to the parents to
make an informed decision. Historically, volunteer companies do not follow standards and
guidelines that do not agree with their wants and needs.
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While | believe it is great for minors to attend the training where it is a controlled environment
and they can learn the skills needed. However sending them into a burning house in real life is
not a good idea. With 25 yrs as a chief officer it is hard enough to lose adult firefighters let
alone lose someone's 16 or 17 child.

This would be a great start to promote new members.

If the firefighter is capable, then that person should be allowed to train and use that training in
an emergency.

| think this is a great idea.

100% support the training for 16&17 year olds. It needs to be assessed on an individual basis
to determine the readiness for active fire suppression role. | feel they should be accompanied
by a firefighter over 18 for an IDLH environment.

| believe this is something that is very possible and would support 100 percent. We just need to
make sure that there is a state guideline that departments have follow at a minimum. We also
have to make sure parents are aware of all dangers.

As a PA Fire Service Instructor of record (25 years), | have strongly advocated for programs
that would address this very subject. In my opinion, we have a great opportunity to attract and
retain these 16 and 17 year old youth members and provide them with safe and well-managed
instruction and training that would adequately prepare them for structural interior firefighting. |
wholeheartedly support

| believe that any 16 or 17 year old that is permitted to perform interior firefighting needs to be
with a senior firefighter.

With the proper amount of supervision and training | believe juniors have the capability to be
interior firefighters at the parents and chiefs discretion.

Based on passing an accredited class and parental approval there’s no reason they shouldn’t
participate. Would normally be more physically fit than you average older firefighter. Maturity
level will be determined during testing.

The solution to the firefighter shortage in PA is not to allow 16-17 year olds to engage in
structural firefighting. The solution is for governments to take responsibility and accountability
for fire protection and fund the process. We don’t need more people we need better people
whom can spend they time doing the job and not fundraising.

while i said yes to this proposal, i would quickly change my mind depending on what
requirements or prerequisites are in place. | think this could work with appropriate regulations
and oversight in place. If it is just going to be left up to locals to determine these then I think |
would be against it.

I believe it would help With our staffing issues. We are often waiting for one more 18+Year old
interior fire fighter To show up when we have 3 or 4 16 and 17 year olds wanting to get on the
rig. | also believe it would help recruit more members at a younger age knowing they don’t have
to wait until there 18 or 19 depending on when they complete Fire school to go inside. | also
believe that our state training needs an over haul big time. 200+ hours for just basic fire fighting
when for less about of time | can send a member to Delaware and when they are done they
have National Fire 1 & 2 and proboard hazmat operations. Fix that problem and | feel you
would fix some of the issues with getting people in the state to attend initial training.

Other states does this for years and have no issues for years now.

The tragedy that may result because of this ill informed legislation would stain the volunteer fire
service for a generation.

| think kids are too immature at that age
Good idea

This can be a great addition to interior firefighters only if it is required that they attend and
complete their full national fire 1 course, as apposed to the current requirements for senior
firemen which only require in house training and permission from the chief. Although maybe not
realistic in some areas, it would be preferred that 16 and 17 year old interior qualified fireman
can only perform interior operations when companied with a senior fireman over the age of 18.
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At the least this would help mitigate a fire with groups of young inexperienced firefighters
putting themselves in serious danger by not knowing what they are doing.

Maturity levels vary with individuals but we have had business owners that miw lawns and clear
snow and they are very mature. Others not, but our Chief determines interior Firefighters in our
by laws.

The idea is admirable however even with legislative approval | am not inclined to put a minor in
such a risky environment due to maturity and decision making concerns.

| believe they should be trained and ready to go when they turn 18 years old, not start the
training at the age 18. Either way is progress, but | believe they should be 18 to enter a burning
building as a regular team member.

| do not think the maturity in most 16&17 year old teens understand the severity of the job and
are not fully aware of the dangers of the job.

This does not solve the problem. | can not even fathom having to tell the parents that their 16 or
17 year old died in a fire. These hazardous conditions require a certain amount of mental
fortitude that becomes even more difficult for young adults to comprehend.

A minor, regardless of their willingness, do not possess the maturity to truly grasp the
ramifications of the risks they would be taking. | barely believe 18 yr olds can either. Allowing a
child to take this risk is irresponsible. Don't risk children’s lives just because you are attempting
to avoid paying full time staffing. Boosting volunteerism in this 2020 society is a pipe dream and
a bad one...

Legally they aren’t considered adults until 18 years old. When they have to sign up for the draft,
can legally vote and join the military and fight for our freedoms but now can’'t consume alcohol
or tobacco products until they're 21 years old because they're not mature enough to make
sound adult decisions. Please make up your minds!

16/17 is not old enough to understand the importance of the serious nature in interior
firefighting

| believe they should be allowed to take live fire training but not engage in interior fire fighting
until 18.

With the decrease of volunteers this is a good way to help with the decrease.
| believe with right child and good training it is possible.

You are to late. Bandaids won't help. You need a reason to join now.... Give monthly stipends
up to 300 a month off federal student loans.

| believe this may be regulated by insurance carriers regardless of state regulation. Will senior
adult supervision be required at all times?

| think it would be awesome as long as there would be a structure and maybe a mentor/ senior
firefighter they would have to be accompanied with.

If there a minimum training level established, FF1, and supervised by an experienced person.
They are to young and immature.

By allowing 16 & 17 to engage in training and achieving certifications it allows the possibility to
keep them engaged in emergency services prior to seeing other engagements in society

Proper training it can't hurt
| don't think it's a safe to have juveniles participating in interior firefighting operations.
| think it will make younger people want to join the fire department allowing them to do more

That age group lacks critical decision making skills that could cause issues with a live
operation.

While | believe that we need to provide incentives to keep and draw volunteers into the fire
service, allowing someone that is not considered a legal adult to engage in an IDLH should not
be one of those tactics. There is a level of maturity that one should reach before operating in an
IDLH environment.
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Agree
Train them to be ready for when they turn of age

The kids are to young to realize and not mature enough to realize what they are getting
themselves into

16 and 17 year olds are certainly able to perform as interior firefighters if provided proper
training. EMTs start as young as 16 in PA, firefighters could do the same. However, there is
currently ZERO required firefighter training mandated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
These 16 and 17 year old firefighters have the potential to have more training than experienced
older firefighters and even Fire Chiefs. Will this follow up with minimum required training for
persons over 18 years of age? It should.

This is a ridiculous idea! A 16 and 17 year old isn’t mature enough to realize what they are
getting into. Why not let them join the military at 16 while we are at it? You will get older
firefighters killed when these children get in over their heads. Fire and EMS in PAis in
shambles, we need to look into county run fire depts like Virginia has. This is a dangerous
PROFESSION not a hobby.

Certified FF supervised should be a big help. This is where we lose members
| feel 16 and 17 year olds are too immature for this environment.

| believe that 16 and 17 y/os are not mature enough to make rational decisions in an interior fire
environment

I think it all needs approved

| support interior firefighting training, but | believe 16 yrs old not mature enough to be interior
firefighting. Some depts will send these kids in by themselves or with another of same sge...
The only way | would support this if its written that they must enter interior firefighting with
personal over the age of 18 and experience.

Child Labor
Agree

In my opinion ... youth is the lifeblood of the volunteer fire service in PA. | can't think of a better
way to recruit the next generation.
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